‘MINUTES 


OF THE * 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Nebraska 


OF THE 


irst Annual convention 
OF THE 


aw Lutheran Church in America 


Tuesday Afternoon Session 
The fifty-first annual convention of the Evangelical 


_ Lutheran Synod of Nebraska of the United Lutheran Church 


in America, held in St. Luke’s Lutheran Church in Emerson, 
opened Tuesday afternoon, October 9th, 1923, with Communion 
Service conducted by the officers of the Synod. The sermon 

was preached by the Reverend W. * Rangeler, D. D., Presi- 
dent of the Synod. | . 


The President of the Synod opened the convention with 
the regular order. The roll of ministers was called and the 


lay delegates enrolled. 


The President announced the appointment of special com- 
mittees. 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEES 
President’s Report 
Rev. A. K. walborn Rev. J. C. Hershey 
Rev. R. R. Weismiller 


Conference Minutes and Reports 


Rev. John Utesch Rev. William Hoffman 
: . Mr. Roy Croft 


Leave of Absence 


Rev. J. A. Feterolf Rev. G. E. Mortensen 
Letters and Papers 
Rev. K. De Freese ‘ Rev. E. Bollman 
2 Mr. B. F. Fischer 
Resolutions 
Rev. A. A. Marohn Rev. M. Koolen Rev. A. O. Soholm 
Mr. N. J. Anderson Prof. G. N. Mendenhall. 
Apportionment 
* Rev. L. Reis Dr. J. H. Miller Rev. R. A. Helms 
3 Claims and Pooling Expenses 
Rev. E. C. Mortensen Rev. L. * Kuhns 


Dr. R. E. Anderson 


New and Arrangements of Pastoral 
Rev. G. B. Weaver Rev. W. T. Kahse Mr. G. Berner 


Committee on Gretna congregation Suspension 


Rev. C. G. Aue Rev. George Dorn Rev. R. W. Livers 
Mr. H. C. Luckey Mir. A. E. Hecker g 
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Application for membership from other Lutheran 


Reverend E. A. Vosseler from the Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod of lowa and other States, made application for mem 
bership. — 

The President of Synod presented his report and the 
same was reterred to the proper committee. 


PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska, October 9, 1923. 
Fathers and Brethren of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska: 
, It is with profound gratitude to Almighty God for His good and 
loving providence over us all that we meet together in this Fifty- 
first Annual Session of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska. 

We greet the good people and pastor of this young and vigorous 
congregation of St. Luke’s Evangelical Lutheran church of Emerson 
in whose beautiful church we meet and with whom we are to spend the 
few days of this session, and we pray God’s richest blessing to be 
upon them and all of us while meet together here. 

It should be a matter of deep titude that there has been no loss 
rom our clerical roll by death during this Synodical year just closing, 
and, so far as we are informed, paly one of our brethren has been 
beset with any severe and lasting bodily affliction in this time. Our 
sympathies go out to Rev. C. B. Harman, D. D., of Grand Island, who 
has been unable for some time to preach or perform his pastoral duties, 
and who has been obliged to seek leave of absence for the coming 
winter that he may, if possible, regain his health. We pray that God 
‘may soon restore him and that he may be permitted to return with 
his usual energy to his field of labor. 

So far as we have been able to keep in touch with the churches 
and brethren of the Synod during the past year we have noted, for 
the most part, earnest and consecrated efforts to advance the Kingdom 
of our Lord and we are impressed with the earnest heart with which 
our pastors endeavor to serve the true interests of our faith. Such 
- earnest, unselfish and consecrated service continued can not fail to 
impress the faith of Christ upon the world. 

We herewith submit in briefest possible form consistent with com- 
pleteness a record of our official acts and other information of import- 
ance to the Synod: 


Resignations 
Name, Place and Effective 


Rev. C. 8. Powell, York—December 1, 1922. 

Rev. R. M. Badger. Lincoln—January 31, 1923. 

Rev. G. B. Weaver. Beatrice—March 1, 1923. / . 
Rev. E. O. Wannagat South Sioux City— April 15, 1923. 

Rev. P. L. Mellenbruch, . . 1923. 
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Rev. George E. Verdon — September 1, 1923. 
Rev. H. F. Schmidt, Gretna September 1, 1923. 

Rev. E. C. Mortensen, Wilber— October 1, 1923. 

O. W. Ebright, Benson November 1, 


Dismissals 
December 16, 1922, Rev. R. M. Badger to the Evangelical Lutheran . 


‘Synod of Iowa. 


January 2, 1923, Rev. C. S. Powell to Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
of Indiana. $65: 
October 6, 1923, Rev. P. L. Mellenbruch to Ohio Snoot the United 


oe Church in America. 


Calls Accepted 
Name, Place and Effective 
Rev. G. B. Weaver, York—March 1, 1923. 
Rev. A. O. Frank, Auburn—June 1, 1923. | 
Rev. George E. Mortensen, South Sioux City September 1. 1923. 
Rev. Charles S. Bream, Lincoln — September 1, 1923. 
Rev. H. F. Schmidt, Chalco— September 1, 1923. 
Rev. H. F. Schmidt, Elkhorn— September 1923. 
Rev. E. C. Mortensen, Hardy-Jewell— October 1, 1923. 
Rev. E. A. Vosseler, Walton — October 7, 1923. 
Rev. Charles R. Lowe, Beatrice. 


Accessions 


September B, 1928, received ‘letter of dismissal of Rev. E. A. 
Vosseler from Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Iowa and Other States: 


Said Synod not being a constituent Synod of the U. L. C. in America, 


Rev. Vosseler will appear before the Examining Commi at this 


session of Synod for colloquium as required by our Constitution. 


October 3, 1923, received letter of transfer from Illinois Synod 


‘of the United Lutheran Church in America of Rev. Charles S. Bream 


and, same being approved by them, Rev. Bream 1 regularly enrolled 
as a member of this Synod. 


Rev. A. O. Frank, a Licentiate of this . having received a 
call from the congregation at Auburn, and, on permission of the Presi- 


dent of Synod, having acceptéd same, will appear at this meeting of 
Synod for Ordination. 7 


Installations 
April 29, 1923, ‘Ker. G. B. Weaver was installed pastor of the First 


Lutheran church of York by Rev. W. A. Klink of Rising City. 


September 27, 1923, Rev. Geo. E. Mo n was installed pastor 
of the Redeemer's Lutheran church of South Sioux City by Rev. ud 
T. Kahse, D. D. and Rev. J. H. Feterolf of Wayne. 


Rinde Voss have at Oakland, Student 
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at South W City wad Verdon, Rev. C. W. Seville, a member of Mis- 


sissippi Synod, at Trinity Stamford since December 24, 1922; Rev. 
L. M. Kuhns, Litt. D., D. D., at Dakota City, Emmanuel, since July 1, 


1923. Rev. G. N. Mendenhall, Ph. D., acted as regular supply at hie: 


Grace Lutheran church of Lincoln n the vacancy; Rev. Lauritz 
Laursen of the United Danish Synod häs regularly supplied the church 
at Hubbard, Rev. A. L. Groseclose of the Kansas Synod has supplied 
the Emmanuel church of the Stamford charge for more than a year 
under protest of this Synod, and we greatly regret the weakening of 
the Stamford charge by the existence of these irregularities. Promiscu- 
ous supplies have kept services going with moré or less frequency in 


all but a few of the vacant congregations during the year. In addi- 


tion to the above, the Missionary Superintendent, Rev. W. T. Kahse, 
D. D., has acted as supply pastor for the Sidney-Gurley charge and has 
supplied Potter in connection therewith during the whole of the year. 
Rev. H. F. Schmidt was the regular supply for Chaleo and Elkhorn 
prior to the time when he accepted regular calls to these churches. 


Appointments 

December 24. 1922, I appointed Mr. H. C. Luckey of Universite 
Place to have charge of Synod’s interests in the sale of the church and 
parsonage at Waverly. No report has been made on this sale as yet. 

January 16, 1923, the Executive Committee elected Rev. C. F. Koch 
to fill the unexpired term of Rev. R. M. Badger on the Examining 
Committe. 

January 16, 1923, the Ex. Committee elected the incoming pastor 
of Grace Lutheran church of Lincoln, whoever he might be, to fill the 
~ unexpired term of Rev. R. M. Badger as Trustee of Tabitha Home. 

February 15, 1923, appointed Rev. G. N. Mendenhall, Ph. D., as 
Committee on Evangelism to co-operate with the similar Committee of 

the United Lutheran Church. 


May 5, 1923, appointed Rev. O. D. Baltzly, D. D., Ph. D., L.L. D., 60 5 


serve on the Adjudicating Committee of Synod in place of Rev. C. B. 


Harman, D. D., who is ill. 
July 6, 1923, an appeal having been made to Synod from action 


of certain members of the Council of Resurrection Lutheran church of 


Gretna by the pastor, Rev. H. F. Schmidt, I appointed, with the ap- 

proval of the Ex. Committee, Rev. C. G. Aue, D. D., Rev. George Dorn, 

and Mr. H. Fischer, as committee to try said appeal. 

September 6, 1923, appointed Rev. W. T. Kahse, D. D., to preach 
the ordination sermon at this session of Synod to take the place of Rev. 

C. B. Harman, D. D., who is in ill health. 


September 29, 1923, appointed Mr. L. W. Johnson of West Point, 


National Bank, West Point, Nebraska, to audit the books of the treas- 
urer of Synod. 

Dissolution of Charge 
! January 17, 1923, by and with the approval of the Ex. — 
of Synod I approved the action of the Joint Council of the Dakota City 
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charge to — the Salem and Emmanuel churches into e 


charges. 
Sale of Properties 

Selling church properties is a tedious process. The church at Elm- 
wood is sold and the deed in process of making, Mr. H. Fischer of 
Omaha being in charge of the legal matters necessary to give clear 
title. 

The church and parsonage at Waverly, we understand, are sold, but 
we have no report as yet and no deed has yet been signed. Mr. Luckey 
is in charge of Synod’s interest in this sale. 


The church at Surprise is to be sold and 1 are now 


being carried on by Mr. J. H. Miller, M. D., treasurer of Syned, look- 
ing to the sale. 

We have had to take several trips concerning these en and 
are sorry we can not report the sale completed at this time. 

We arranged for the storage of such church furnishings and one. 


ment anywhere in Synod that could not be sold to advantage at the 


Western Theological Seminary at Fremont, where it could be seen and 
secured by churches needing such articles. 


Vacancies 

Beatrice ( aster Called), Brunning, Dakota City-Emmanuel (Sup- 
plied), Dakota City-Salem. Eagle (Supplied from Walton), Gretna, 
Homer, Oakland (Supplied), Oshkosh-Lewellyn. Paxton-Sutherland, 
Potter (Supplied), Sidney-Gurley (Supplied) Stamford-Trinity (Sup- 


plied), Stamford- Emmanuel (Supplied), Stella (Supplied), Verdon (Sup- 


plied, Walton Pastor Called), Wilber. 


To Be Called on Roll 


Last vent there was inadvertantly omitted from the Pavel 
and other tables the names of the churches at Leigh served by Rev. 
M. Koolen, D. D.. as pastor, and the church at Chalco, served by Rev. 
H. F. Schmidt. These should be added to the . lisits of congrega- 


tions in all tables. 
Proposed Charge 


We recommend the placing of the church at Eagle with the Walton 
church and that these two congregations be constituted a charge. 

In this connection we could call attention of the Synod to the im- 
portance of having the churches of Synod properly and regularly 
formed into charges by action of Synod. It would help to avoid ir- 
regularities that sometimes: cause the weakening of our charges. 


Suspension 


— 


Rev. H. F. Schmidt from the action of six members of the Couneil of 
the Resurrection Lutheran church of Gretna and on account of sub- 
sequent irregular proccedings persisted in by the council and.congre- 
gation it became necessary for the nn, of Synod to the 
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congregation of the Resurrection Evangelical Lutheran Church of Gretna 
from membership in this Synod pending this session of Synod. The 
findings of said committee and other papers in the case are herewith 
submitted for proper review by Synod and record in the protocol. We 
suggest the appointment of a special committee at this meeting of Synod 
to hear the findings and proceedings and also to hear the delegation | 
from the Gretna Congregation and to recommend what further action 
should now be taken. 


Other Activities 


During the year your president has visited the Councils of churches 
at Waverly, Elmwood, Walton (twice), Gretna (twice), Beatrice, Hub- 
bard, South Sioux City, Lincoln (twice), Benson, Oakland, Salem; was 
present and made two addresses at the fortieth anniversary of the church 
at Verdon; addressed the picnic at Allen for the Northeast district of 
‘the Brotherhood; made two trips to Plattsmouth on legal matters per- 
taining to Elmwood church in that county; appeared before the R. R. 
Committee of the Nebraska State Senate at Lincoln and assisted in 
securing the passage of the bill granting ministers the same concessions 
in travel in Nebraska they receive in other states; attended five meet- 
ings of the Executive Committee and five of the Home Mission Com- 
mittee and one of the Committee on Constitution; and carried on the 
correspondence of Synod, the extent of which may be in part grasped 
through the fact that the postage n for said correspondence 
amounted to 822.78. 


Dedications, Anniversaries, Etc. 


November 19, 1922, the remodeled church at Grand Island, Rev. 
C. B. Harman, D. D., Pastor, was reopened with special services at 
which the sermon was preached by Rev. E. Klotsche, Ph. D., D. D., of 
1 Theological Seminary. The cost of the improvements amounted 

to $14,000. The appearance of the church was r improved and 
its capacity enlarged and facilities increased. : * a 

. July, 1923, the Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Dakota City was 
reopened after improvements and repairs cesting about $400 were 
placed upon the building, and services were re-established after a cessa- 
tion extending over about five years. The reopening services were con- 
ducted by Rev. L. M. Kuhns, D. D., of Omaha, who has since been 
giving his congregation regular services as supply and who reports an 
encouraging increase in attendance and interest. 3 i 
September 16, 1923, the St. Luke’s Lutheran Church of Emerson 
held a rededicatory service after decorating the entire interior of the 
church and installing new chancel furnishings, altar, pulpit; etc., and 
repainting and — the exterior of the church and parsonage, new 
cement walk, at an entire cost of $1,80000 The sermon was 
preached on the 8 by Rev. J. F. Krueger, D. D., Ph. D., Presi- 
dent of Midland College. This congregation also, at the last meeting 
of the council, increased the pastor’s — $200. \ 
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June 24, 1923, the St. Mark’s Congregation of Verdon, Rev. Geo. 
E. Mortensen, Pastor, celebrated the Fortieth Anniversary of the found- 


ing of the church with an ‘All-Day Meeting at which addresses were 


made by Rev. J. F. Krueger, D. D., Rev. K. De Freese, Student A. B. 


Schwerdtfeger and the President of Synod. Large congregations at- 
tended the meetings. A feature of the celebration was the wiping out 
of the remaining indebtedness on the church, amounting to 51.126. 


This congregation has also installed two furnaces at a cost of $400. 
Other Improvements 


We note briefly other improvements among the churches as fol- 
lows: 


Auburn—Parsonage 3 and papered at a cost of $100. 
Benedict Paid indebtedness of 8400, papered and painted house, 850. 
Elkhorn— Church property bought at cost of $1,200. 


Falls City—Streets paved, costing about $800; two electric fans, 890. 


Fremont—Old church property sold, congregation worshipping in 
College Chapel; new property bought on Military Ave., with expecta- 
tion of erecting new church building in 1924. 

Hampton — Light fixtures, water meter, outside of church painted, 
total cost $149. 

Hardy—Electric lights in parsonage, $200. Vacant all year; look- 
ing forward to coming of new pastor October 1. : 

Hooper—Purchased lot and half adjoining church with house for 
parsonage at $3,500; improved and remodeled same at cost of $2,000, 
making beautiful and commodious parsonage. Total cost of this fine 
property is $5,500 

: Leigh—Parsonage almost completed costing $7,000 not including lot. 
— Lewellyn— Installed electric light, $25. 
Nebraska City—Repairs on church, paid on street paving ane new 


church hymnals, $400. 


North Platte Parsonage painted outside, varnished inside, Arcola 
heat installed, new linoleum in kitchen and bath-room, $855 and paid 
83 000 on church debt. : 

? J an Grace—Repairs and improvements to church property, 
1 

Omaha, Kountze Memorial—New Mission built at Forty-second and 
Bancroft streets, holding combined services (Sunday School and Wor- 
. at 10:30 A. M., with average attendance of 125 at services; cost, 

11,200. 


Omaha, Redeemer—Church parlors redecorated, new oak doors for 
front of church, new song books for Sunday School and Hymnals for 


church, $400. 


Omaha, St. 1 interior of church, $485; new gut- 


ters in church roof, $157; piano, $175; total, $817. 


Rising City—New choir chairs, new hymnals, renovation of par- 
sonage, $108.27. Pastor’s salary increased $100. 


Sidney Trinity (Sidney)—Redecorated church, $100; beautified . 
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altar, $150: books of worship and communion set, $125; improvement 


and repairs on parsonage, $100; renewed insurance, $120; total, $605. 


Sidney—Gurley Church—Redecorated church, repairs on church and 
insurance, $160. 


_ Stamford—Trinity )—Redecor ating, painting, improvements, tower 
cross, etc., $300. 


Stella—Interior tenn's court for young people, 7106. 
Tekamah—Sewerage connection and organ 9 $82. Quarter 


bdlock of pavement, cost not yet established. 


Walton—Painted basement walls, remodeled furnace and parsonage, 


all at cost of about $125. 


Wayne—Paid balance on paving debt ‘in ‘full, $350. 


West Point—Kitchen range, piano, new folding chairs for Sunday 
School, roof repairs, etc., $600. Street paved in front of church ard 
side of parsonage, cost not yet established. 


ae Wilber—Chancel colored glass window, $60. 


Noting the grand total of the figures given in these improvements 
and advancements in the church equipment of Synod for the year we 
have 853,334, not including unestablished cost of street paving. 


3 united Lutheran Church Activities 


We note the activity of the Committees of the United Lutheran 
Church respectively upon Evangelism, Stewardship, Ministerial - Relief, 
Education, etc., and wish to commend their plans to the favorable co- 
operation of our Synod. These plans, resolutions, etc., will doubtless 
come before this meeting of Synod through the report of our delegates 
to the United Lutheran Church convention at Buffalo, and our various 
Synodical committees having these activities in charge so far as they 


relate to our Synod. We have done the best we could to co-operate with 


these various agencies during the year past, but have not had time to 
give them the attention they ought to receive from the President of 
Synod. 

One resolution of the United Lutheran Church Convention at Buffalo 
(See minutes of U. L. C., pages 335 and 336), which should not be over- 


looked, I wish here to quote and commend for favorable consideration: 


“That the Constituent Synods of the United Mutheran Church in 
America be requested to make provision for the presence of t 
Statistical Secretaries at future conventions of the United Luther 
Church in order that they may attend the conference of the ee 
Secretaries at the time of the convention.“ 


Synodical Paper | 
We rejoice that our Synodical paper so long planned has 1 
a fact, and has already proven its usefulness and we would recommend 
thas Synod make provision for its continuance and that pastors be re- 


quested to do all they can to secure its widest possible circulation omens 
the people of our ers: 
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9 Midland College 
We rejoice in the successful activity of Midland nen and the 
measure of zeal manifested throughout our Synod in the effort to sup- 
port our college and seminary. We believe that the first duty of our 
churches outside of their local support is the support of the institu- 
tions on our territory for which the whole church holds us responsible. 


We, therefore, take courage in the response made this year to the ap- 


portionment levied for the support of Midland College and urge that 
the requests that may come before us from our trustees of that institu- 
tion at this meeting of Synod may receive a like hearty response. 


Salem Church Fremont 


On April 3, 1923, a committee of the council Salem Lutheran 

Church of Fremont, Rev. C. G. Aue, D. D., pastor, appeared before the 
Executive Committee of Synod asking permission to negotiate for long 
time individual loans from members of the congregations of our Synod 
who might be interested in helping them finance the building of their 
proposed new, adequate and appropriate church in Fremont where the 
students attending Midland College from our various congregations are 
now and will in the future be expected to attend church. The request 
also carried with it the privilege of visiting the congregations of Ne- 
braska Syncd and endeavoring to raise the sum of 85,000 as a donation 
to Salem Lutheran Church to aid them in the'r purpose to erect a fitting 
church that would appeal to our young people who go from our homes 
and congregations to Midland College. Their request was granted by 
the Executive Committee and this committee now recommends that Synod 
~hear their appeal and approve the action of the Ex 2cutive Committee 
in granting them the permission requested. 


Midland Assmbly for Church Workers 


We rejoice in the establishment, mainly through the vigorous ae- 
tivity of the Women’s Missionary Society oft our Synod, of a Summer 
Assembly for Church Workers to be known as Midland Assembly for 


Church Workers. The first annual assembly was held in Fremont, — 


Nebraska, early in June and proved a splendid success. The report of 
the committee will disclose further facts concerning it. We recommend 
that the opportunities of this assembly be brought to the attention of 
the people in all our congregations by the pastors and lay workers 
interested. 
Full-Time President | 
To those who have had experience with the affairs of our church 
in the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska the one fact becomes 
glaringly apparent, namely, that our great weakness lies in the lack 
of adequate supervision. We have lost whole congregations and had 
many fields weakened almost beyond recovery that might have been 
saved had there been possible and prompt supervision. The oversight 
necessary can not be had under our present system. We, therefore, . 
very positively recommend the adoption at this session of Synod of the 
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proposed amendment to the constitution offered one year ago which 
has for its purpose the establishment of tages office of a full-time presi- 
dent of n 


Lutheran World Convention 


Suitable notice should be taken at this session of Synod of the 
recent Lutheran World Convention held in Eisenach, Germany, and at- 
tention called to the t possibilities growing out of this convention 
for the church of our faith in the world. In this connection we would 
urge all our people in our congregations to take into their homes the 
periodicals of our church and inform themselves better upon the work 
and movements going on in their own church, that they may the better 
put themselves in true and intelligent sympathy with the same. 
In closing this report I wish to thank the members of this Synod 
for the hearty support and co-operation they have given me in carrying 
on the work of Synod as best I could amid the many cares and ac- 
tivities of a busy pastor. I now herewith beg leave to return to you 
one year ago. 

Respectfully sabmitted, 
W. F. RANGELER, 
President of the Ape Lutheran Synod of N ebraska. 


The Committee on Constitution renewed its . 
of the proposed amendments properly presented last year. On 
motion the report was considered seriatim. Both amendments 


were adopted and then the report was adopted as a whole. | 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION 
Your" — on men begs leave to submit the follow- 


ing report: 


At the last 3 „ of Synod held at Ponca, Nebraska, Octo- 


ber 11th and 12th, 1922, two amendments were duly and regularly 


presented to Synod for action at this meeting of Synod. ey are as 


follows: 


1. That Article III, Section 2, be amended to read as follows: “The 
term of all officers except that of President shall be one year, or until 
their successors are elected. The term of the office of the President 


shall be five (5) years, and he shall give his full time to the duties of 
_ Synod. The amount of salary to be paid shall be determined by Synod. 


The Secretary shall not be eligible to election for more than two suc- 


. cessive terms.” (See Exhibit GG, page 56, of printed minutes of said 


meeting). 

2. Article VII. Section 1 G, line 6: “Such act shall be sufficient 
reason why the Synod should” (here insert the words), “REQUEST 
THROUGH THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE THE RETURN OF HIS. 
ORDINATION PAPERS, AND (continuing) strike his name, etc,” 
(See Sxhibit HH, page 57, of printed minutes of said meeting). 
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Recommendations | 
1. Your Committee on Constitution hereby recommends the adop- 


tion of both these amendments. 


2. We further recommend that 1,000 copies (one thousand) of 
the Constitution as amended and By-Laws be printed in pamphlet form 
convenient for mailing by enclosing in ordinary envelopes and that a 
copy be sent to each pastor and also to each church council in this 
Synod as soon as printed and the remainder kept in the custody of the 
Secretary of Synod for future distribution as needed. | 3 ! 

W. F. RANGELER, WM. IRA GUSS, ALFONSE A. MAROHN, O. W. 

ERBRIGHT, 
Committee on Constitution of Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska. 
In session at Omaha, Nebraska, September 26, 1923. 


Motion was made that the salary of the full-time Presi- 
dent be $3,000 per annum and was amended to include ex- 
— incidental to his office. Amendment and motion car- 


On motion the Missionary Committee was directed, in ac- 
cordance with Article V, Section 3, Item F, to delegate the 
duties that ordinarily pertain to the office of Missionary Super- 
23 to the President, and that office temporarily discon- 

ued. 
The Bar of Synod was set as the seventh row from the 
front. On motion the time for devotional service for Wednes- 
day morning was set for 8:45; business session, 9:15. 
The session closed with prayer by Reverend G. B. Weaver. 


Tuesday Evening Session i 
The Tuesday evening session was designated “Good 
Fellowship Night” under the auspices of the State Brother- 
Lood and Missionary Society. The Reverend Charles Bauslin, 
D. D., Student Secretary of the Board of Education, delivered 
a very inspiring address, emphasizing present conditions in 
end without the Church, which delays the coming of our Lord. 


Wednesday Morning Session 


The Devotional Service was conducted and sermon de- 


livered by Reverend M. Koolen, D. D., Chaplain of the Con- 
vention. 


f The business session opened with prayer by Rev. R. A. 
White. 


On motion, Rev. E. Walters and Mr. O. A. Keyser were 


extended the privilege of sitting among us. 


The Synod turned to the election of officers. -On motion 
the Secretary cast a unanimous ballot of the Synod for Dr. 
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W. F. Rangeler as President. Dr. Rangeler's gave a gracious 


response. 


Rev. K. De Freese was elected Secretary. 

On motion, the Secretary cast the unanimous ballot for 
Rev. George Dorn as Statistician. 

On. motion, the Secretary cast the. e ballot for 
Dr. Joseph H. Miller as Treasurer. 
On motion, the Secretary cast the unanimous ballot for ; 

Dr. O. D. Baltzly, for member of the Executive Committee, 
term for three years. 

: The report of the Treasurer of the — presented 

and accepted without the recommendation. F | 


REPORT OF TREASURER 


Cash on hand last report | 65,249.47 
For United Lutheran Church 17,824.93 
For Synod Treasury . 1,483.84 
For Synod Missions 1,425.84 
For Ministerial Education | 1008.38 
For Seminary Contingent Fund 4115.87 
For Nebraska Synod Lutheran 3350.95 
For Midland College 4,825.89 
For Foreign Mission, specials 1,811.20 
For Tabitha Home — 2,083.34 
For Miscellaneous Objects 3,390.33 

Total ‘ $40,714.05 
Paid Treasurer United Lutheran Church, apportionment............ $17,824.93 
Paid Treasurer Synod Missionary Committee... 1,425.84 
Paid Bills for Nebraska Synod Lutheran. 431.21 
Paid Treasurer Tabitha Home on: Es 

Apportionment $ 932.56 

Building Fund 579.60 

Specials 571.18 | 

$ 2,083.34 

Paid Treasurer Midland College | 

Current Expense Fund $ 255.50 

Dollar per member quota 3,710.39 

Removal Pledges 850.00 

Seminary Pledge 10.00 


4.82880 
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Paid Treasurer Midland College Seminary Fund........ 415.87 
Paid Treasurer United Lutheran Church for 
Foreign Missions: 
Forward Movement $ 483.38 
Proteges . 980.00 
iamond Jubilee 157.72 
Miscellaneous 190.10 
1,811.20 
Paid from Ministerial Education Fund: | 
Alfred Frank — $ 200.00 
Alfred Young 200.00 
Max Harder 7 200.00 
Walter Voss 200.00 
Henry Scherer 200.00 
Henry Dumler 175.00 
Paul White 175.00 
Erie Luschei 175.00 
Fred Block 100.00 
1,625.00 
Paid from Synod Treasury 
Luella Jacobson .$ 17.40 
Myrtle Anderson 1.30 
Florence Fortin 11.00 
R. A. White 42.27 5 
J. H. Fetterolf 36.50 
H. C. Luckey 35.00 
Geo. H. Haase 36.00 
A. E. Hecker 35.00 
E. A. Van Fleet 35.00 
C. F. Koch 22.89 
G. B. Weaver 22.80 
O. D. Baltzly 10.95 
W. T. Kahse 43.80 
W. F. Rangeler 117.80 
J. H. Miller 93.05 
C. B. Harman ö 38.13 
C. S. Powell 10.73 
Corey & Mekenzie Printing 42.50 
C. R. Lowe 21.75 
W. I Guss 49.75 
Security Investment Co. 10.00 
Butler County Press 5.34 
10.00 
G. E. Mortensen 4.63 
Mabel Brazda 27.50 
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B. F. Jorn : 4.63 
R. W. Livers : 8.60 
A. F. Yost 18.99 
Dwelling House Mutual Insurance Co. 4.00 
Margaret Fischer 3.00 
H. Fischer 11.69 
O. Gusenhager 3.13 
J. C. Hershey A 5.51 
Carl G. Aue 15.36 
Hoyt & Ackers 622.95 
Springer Printing Co. 4.25 : 
Geo. Dorn 10.25 * 
Wm. Hoff man 5.75 
Ralph Weissmiller 1.83 
E. W. Otto 4.73 
C. E. Mortensen 2.73 
R. A. Helms 4.15 
H. M. Davidson 8.47 
E. Bollman 3.53 
Quality Print Shop 2.25 
O. W. Ebright 12.54 
1,589.43 
-Paid Respective Treasurers sums for the following 
Miscellaneous Objects: 
Van Fleet Prize, Midland College $ 25.00 
National Luther League ; 5.00 
Inner Missions — a 8.00 
Board of Education 14.02 
Pastors’ Relief 120.28 ’ 
German Parsonage Relief 234.81 
Saskatoon College 283.35 
Lutheran World Service 2,699.87 
3,390.33 
Cash on hand 5,341.01 
Total $40,714.05 
Cash on hand as follows: | 
Synod Treasury $1,936.06 
Ministerial Education 2,603.44 
Home Mission Reserve 671.20 
Synod Paper 130.31 | 
Total receipts for the year : $35,464.58 
Received on Apportionment 23,765.93 
Deficit on Apportionment 3,456.07 
Churches that met or exceeded apportionment 24 
6 


Churches paying nothing on apportionment 
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On the $1 per member for Midland, only 48 per cent has been raised. 

Recommendation: Inasmuch as the amount received for the United 
Lutheran Church on apportionment during this year fell short $5,050.50, 
according to the levy made by that body, I recommend that this short- 
age be added to the regular budget for the United Lutheran Church for 
the coming year. 


Respectfully submitted, 3 
JOS. H. MILLER, 
Treasurer 
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_AUDITOR’S REPORT 
October 6, 1923. 
To the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska: ey a 
I hereby certify that I have this day audited the Receipts and 
Vouchers paid by Mr. Joseph H. Miller, surer, for the year begin- 
ning October 2, 1922, and ending October 1, 1923, and find the’ fol- 
lowing: 


Receipts, according to duplicates $35,464.58 
Balance, October 2, 1922 5,249.47 
Total $40,714.05 
Vouchers paid by State Bank of Surprise 7 $29,745.19 
Balance as shown by statement of the above bank, October 
1. 1923 10,968.88 
Balance shown by bank statement $10,968.86 
Less, Vouchers outstanding | . .. 5,627.85 
Balance, according to Treasurer’s books , 8 5,341.01 


I further find that the cash records of the Treasurer compare with 


the above, and that all Vouchers paid are in regular form. 


Respectfully submitted, 
L. W. JOHNSON, 
Auditor. 
Auditor's report of Treasurer's books was accepted. 


On motion, the Secretary cast the unanimous ballot of 
the Synod for Rev. Charles S. Bream and Mr. J. H. Humpy 
for Trustees of Tabitha Home for the ensuing year. 


The report of the Statistician was presented and accepted. 
On common consent business of the session was dis- 


pensed with for a few minutes while the convention engaged 


in prayer in behalf of Dr. C. B. Harmon in his affliction of 
sickness at Excelsior Springs, Missouri. Prayer was lead by 
Rev. W. I. Guss® On motion, a day message was ordered dis- 
patched to Dr. Harmon by the President of Synod. | 


REPORT OF THE STATISTICIAN ar 
The Revised Standard Parochial Blanks were sent, as required by 
the Constitution, four weeks before the meeting of Synod, with the 
definite request that they be a-c-c-u-r-a-t-e-l-y filled out and returned 
to the Statistician at least TEN days before the meeting of Synod. 
Sixteen reports came in on the requested date. The balance of those 


that were sent at all came in as late as Monday, October 8th. and thir- 
teen are still on the way. a 
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Brethern, p-l-e-a-s-e exercise the grace of promptness and thus 


| lighten the burden ot your Synodical servants. So many of our pas- 


tors pay no attention to constitutional provisions. Pastors who left 
parishes during the Synodical year were not thoughtful enough to help 


the Statistician by sending him the Parochial report. 


Congregations 57 
Membership: | 
Baptized | 16,355 
Confirmed 11,047 
Communing 7,803 
Church Schools 57 
Officers and Teachers a 834 
Scholars :..... 6,788 
Students: | 
For the Ministry 11 
In Lutheran Schools 66 
In non-Lutheran Schools 208 
Church Societies: 
Men's | 18 
Membership 
Women's 76 
Membership ai 2,389 
53 
Membership 1,538 - 
Church Property: 
4 Church Edifices .. $ 993,000 
Parsonages 145,700 
S⸗chools 15,000 
Endowment 1.100 
Other property 127,700 
Total $1,282 500 
1 Indebtedness 68,310 
Financial—Congregational 
Current $114,431 
Unusual 35,124 
Congregational Benevolences: 
Apportioned 22,947 
Unapportioned 25,600 
Total expenditures $198,697 


Increase 1058 
Increase 589 
Increase 455 
Increase 
Increase 67 
Decrease 5 
Decrease 
Increase 3 
Decrease 20 
Decrease 3 
Decrease 253 
Decrease 3 
Decrease 136 

Inerease $22,200 

Increase 10,500 

Increase 2,000 
Increase 7,030 
Increase $34,731 
Decrease 1,375 
Increase $ 1,178 
Decrease 17,937 
Increase 389 
Increase 936 
Decrease 4.945 


Note: — Seventeen congregations paid their apportionment in full, 
six showed an excess, . n a deficit and ee hag no 


reports. 


It is interesting 10 note that there is a decrease in all congregational 


and in adult accessions. 


_ societies, in students for the ministry, students in Lutheran Schools 
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REPORT OF STATISTICIANS—Continued.. 
At the Buffalo Convention of the U. L. C. the following recom- 


mendation by the Statistician was adopted: “That all Constituent 


Synods of the United Lutheran Church in America be hereby requested 

to have their minutes printed in uniform size and style.” | | 
Observations 

Only eight reports out of the forty-three received were correct. 

Two pastors showed their indifference by the use of the pencil in filling 

out their reports. Fourteen pastors still insist on reporting cents. The 


great difficulty seems to be in arriving at the correct baptized mem 


bership. If we could only keep in mind to add our losses of children 


and adults by death, certificate and otherwise, as provided for in the 


rubrics under C and D with the number of children that were confirmed, 
as provided for in the rubrics under E, who were previously reported in 
the Baptized list, and then deduct this total from the total accessions 
for the year under A and E in the rubrics. Last year’s report should 
always be used as a basis. : # 


Recommendations ‘ 
1. That we request the conferences of our Synod to make provision 
for the study of the Parochial report at their spring sessions. 
2. That when a pastor leaves a parish during the Synodical year 
he be requested to send in a parochial report for his congregation up 
to that date. | | | 
Respectfully submitted, | 
GEORGE DORN, 
Statistician. 


The report of the Historian was made and accepted. In 
connection with this report a bill was allowed in favor of the 
Hammond Printing Company of Fremont for the binding of 


33 volumes of past printed minutes. The bill was for 


REPORT OR HISTORIAN 


_ Your Historian reports that the clerical roll of Synod has been kept 
to date. Two of our ministers have been dismissed to other Synods. 
Two have been received. This leaves the clerical roll where it was 


last year. 


I had three sets of the minutes of Synod from 1916 to 1922, in- 
clusive, bound and marked Volume LV. One of these is for the His- 


torian, one for the secretary of Synod and one for Midland College. The 
cost was $12.19. This amount includes the entire expense of the His- 


torian. Respectfully submitted, é 


R. A. WHITE, 
4 Historian. 
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The report of the Layman’s Missionary Movement was 
presented by Mr. O. A. Keyser and adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON LAYMEN’S 

MISSIONARY MOVEMENT 
During the past year, the work of this Committee has been carried 
on entirely through the columns of the Nebraska Synod Lutheran, as 
we hoped thereby to carry the message of the benevolent needs of the 
church to the laity as well as the clergy. To what extent we have 
succeeded the report of our Treasurer will show. We 
As we have served on this committee for five years, perhaps we 
may be permitted to express what we feel are some of the needs of the 
church in this particular line. The first and foremost is a consciousness — 


on the part of every pastor and church member of his duty to Almighty 


God in the great matter of the stewardship of our goods. In this we 


are woefully lacking. The second is like unto it, and almost as import- 


ant—a consciousness of the vital part the benevolences play in the 
great forward movement of the church. To this end we need a vigorous 
campaign of education with the pastors, the proper instructors of their 
flocks. | 

When pastors and laymen, official representatives of their congre- 
gations, attend Synod, vote for the benevolent levy as presented by the 
Apportionment Committee, they bind their congregations morally if not 
legally to raise their pro-rata share of that amount. The sooner this 
fact is recognized by our pastors and passed on to their congregations, 
the better for our Synod and the United Lutheran Church in America. 

Experience has revealed that the raising of the benevolence or the 
failure to do so, rests largely on the shoulders of the pastors. It is high 
time then that we shoulder our responsibility, quit ourselves like men, 
and hasten the coming of the Kingdom. : 

As adopted in connection with this report at the last meeting of 
Synod, we call for a roll call on the matter of benevolence, and an ex- 
planation on the floor of Synod why the benevolences were not met 


this past year. 


Respectfully yours, 
7 C. FRAN KLIN KOCH, 
: Chairman. 


The report of the eee of Young People’s So- 
cieties was accepted. 


REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF YOUNG PEOPLE’S 
SOCIETIES 


There seems to be an opinion abroad in the Churches that the _ 


Young People of our day present an alarming problem. Some months 
ago the “Homiletic Review” sent out a questionnaire to practically 
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all Protestant denominations asking for an opinion of the problem = 


presented by our young people. 
Various answers were given. Taken as a whole, the editor as- 


sures us that “the ministers of this country are really getting the 


situation in hand as never before.” 


It is surprising to note that only 14 per cent of the answers oat 
the blame on “inefficient handling” by the church; 78 per cent put 


the blame on “bad example and lax discipline of parents;” 72 per 


cent put the blame on “modern amusements, dancing, clothes, ete;ꝰ 
16 per cent on “failure to enforce laws;” 26 per cent on lack of moral 
emphasis in education and the tendency toward eclecticism;” 20 per 
cent on “commercialized sensualism in organs of public opinion;” 22 
per cent on “confusion of war and independence growing from it; 8 
18 per cent on “decline of home training. divorce, etc.” 


The outstanding point in remedies listed is the emphasis laid 
on the strength of the appeal of the simple message of the Gospel. 
We should rejoice in the fact that the Reformed Churches are be- 
ginning to see more and more the real remedy for the ills of man- 
kind. As Lutherans, we should take renewed confidence in our well 
founded position of the power of the Word of God. 


The great trouble with too many churches today is to have a 
Young People’s Society for organization’s sake and not for the good 
that might be accomplished through organization. If our young people 
do not frequent the services of the church as they should, what can 
be expected when a multitude of other organizations have been thrust 
upon the modern church by over-zealous leaders with an fy divected 
passion for organization? 


By the time a young person has attended a half u ee 


ferent organizations during the week, he feels that he has done very 


well in the performance of his religious duties. If we really desire 
to have young people in our societies with an ever-increasing rever- 
ence and devotion to the church we must abandon the idea of the 
institutional church, which has for its object the direction and. super- 
vision of every spare moment of their time by some “moral” “re- 
ligious” or “Young People’s” specialist. 


May we, as pastors and lay leaders, return to our various parishes 


with a renewed and confident hope * the great nn of our 


Young People’s Societies. 


As your Secretary I have attended every Executive s 
meeting of the State Luther League of Nebraska, co-operated in the 
Training School for Leaders, which was conducted last July at Mid- 


land College in Fremont and helped plan the annual convention, which 


was heh¥ in Omaha. Since the official recognition of this office by 


the State Luther League greater co-operation has been evidenced be- 
tween. ihe Synod and the People's 
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The Statistician’s report shows the following Young People’s So- 

cieties: | 
Luther League, Senior 

Luther League, Intermediate 

Luther League, Junior 

Christian Endeavor, Senior 

Christian Endeavor, Junior 

Light Brigade 3 

Other organizations 


Total 
Membership 


Seventeen churches report no Young People’s Societies. 


3 Recommendations 
1. That Synod authorize the printing of 500 copies of the 3 


— 


“Order for the Intallation of Luther League Officers,” copy of —_ 2 


is appendw to this report. 
2. That Synod give again one page in its printed minutes to the 
State Luther League of Nebraska for the purpose of listing the names 
and addresses of its officers. See copy attached. 

3. That Synod again authorize this office to procure all neces- 


sary literature to aid newly organized societies. — | 
Respectfully submitted, 
GEORGE DORN, 


OFFICERS OF THE LUTHER LEAGUE 
NEBRASKA, 1923-24 
HERBERT W. FISCHER, Nan 3606 Lafayette Avenue, Omaha. 
Nebraska. 
EMMA RU WE, First Vice-President, Hooper, Nebraska. 


M. J. mum Second Vice-President, Western Theological Seminary, 
Fremont. 


VERNA BOTSCH, Third Vice-President, Leigh, Nebraska. 
FRED WALTER, Treasurer, Creston, Nebraska. 2 


BERTHA GRAPENGISER, Recording Secretary, 2223 South 3 
ninth Street, Omaha, Nebraska. 

MARIE RAMM, Corresponding e 6322 Pinkney Street, Omaha, 
Nebraska. 
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- WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON SESSION 


This session was opened with prayer by Rev. E. C. Mor- 
tensen. 

On motion, the call of roll was dispensed with. 

On motion, the reading of the report of the Trustees of 
Tabitha Home was dispensed with because of former pre- 
sentation. The report was adopted. i 


TRUSTEES ANNUAL REPORT, SEPTEMBER 18, 1923. 
Brethren 


Handicapped by our greatest difficulty—want of room—we have 


been unable to respond to the many urgent calls upon us for service 
of love. Further growth and development was thus made impossible. 


We give thanks unto the Lord, however, for His abundant blessing upon 


the work that we could d >. ; 


Ninety-eight persons were sheltered and cared for in the home 


during the past year. 


Orphanage Department 
The number of children was 48; 28 boys and 20 girls; 19 were re- 


ceived; 11 boys and 9 girls; 13 dismissed, 6 boys and 7 girls. In the 


home at the present time 42 children, 25 boys and 17 girls. Considerable 
sickness among the children during the winter months caused much 
extra work and expense. Two of our little boys, Leonard Kattenhoff 


and Floyd French, were seriously ill with pneumonia again—did the 


Lord answer our prayers and spare their lives? We still can say: No 
death has occured in our orphanage department. One-third of our 
children are very small. Several of them are mere babies, which means 


that there is sufficient work for our three helpers in the orphanage — 


department. 

We regret to report that Sister Ida’s health began to fail and that 
she had to return to the Motherhouse. Sister has been under a phyisi- 
cian’s care ever since and is slowly improving. When Sister will re- 
turn cannot be said at this time. Miss Dumler, who had been Sister 
Ida's assistant for the past three years, has been given charge of the 


orphanage. Miss Dumler and her two assistants are members of the 
Lutheran Church. 


Aged Department oe 

During the past year we ca for fifty persons; 28 men and 22 
women. The following, 7 aged died: Mrs. Louis Hoppe, 84; Mrs. Eliza- 
beth Ott, 90; Mr. Geo. Lutjeluschem, 56; Mrs. Anna K. Esterly, 69; 
Josephine Nellis, 84; B. Hobson, 86; August Waldman, 76; two, Mr. 


and Mrs. Ruder, left the home at the end of the probation period. Ten | 


were received: Miss Maggie Ewald, 80, Nebada, Iowa; Mrs. Anna K. 
Esterly, paralyzed and entirely helpless, 69, Dixon, Illinois; Mr. Ed. 
awards, 83, Omaha, Nebraska; Mr. Carl Senne, 73, Emerald, Nebraska; 
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Paul David Thomas, crippled, epileptic and feeble minded, an orphaned 
son of the late Reverend J. W. Thomas, Camden, Indiana, 34; Mr. and 
Mrs. Ruder of Otoe City, Nebraska; Mathilda Grotefend, Hong Kong, 
China, Missionary in a German Lutheran Foundling Home for 28 years, 
74; Mrs. Rose Kendall, Lincoln, Nebraska, 65; Miss Sina Anderson, Da- 


_ kota City, Nebraska, 48. Forty-three aged are in the home at the pres- 
ent time, 25 men and 18 women. 


Ten of our aged are past the four score year mark. Mother Meier 
was 91 on the 17th of this month. Mr. Embody and Mr. Riley are do- 
ing good work in the broom shop. The profit from the sale of brooms 
is small, but it keeps our blind men busy. Mr. Kruck and Mr. Strobel 
take care of the live stock. Mr. Sinn and Mr. Krug do the garden work 
and do it well. Mr. Slatten and Mr. Bayer help the men in the broom 
shop and garden and do any other work they are able to do. 


Mr. Senne does some shoe repairing. Some of the ladies do some 
sewing and mending, peeling potatoes and some other light housework. 
There are only a few of the ladies who are able to do some work. Mrs. 
Thomas, Mrs. Jurgensen, Mrs. Risch, Mrs. Webster and blind Mrs. 
Grove are about the only ones. 


Employees 
Not including the superintendent and his assistant, Sister Eva. 
there are 12 female and 3 male employees in the home at the present 
time; four to take care of the aged and helpless, three in the orphanage 
department, two in the dining room, two cooks, one laundress, one to 


assist the laundress and to do the ironing, engineer and firemen. 


Repairs 

Only a few repairs were made. Some new floors were laid, sev- 
eral rooms painted and some necessary repairs in the boiler house had 
to be made. 

Finances 


Total amount from entrance fees and board for children is $5,550. 00. 


Solicited by the superintendent and received at the home office, 84,946.46. 
United Lutheran church, $12,800.30. District Synods in the Tabitha 


Home territory, $4,878.42. District Synods outside the territory, $1,- 
612.06. East Penn. alone gave $1,476.00. Total, $30,707.47. Four gave 


less. (German Nebraska Synod, California, Wartburg, Synod of the 


Northwest). The German Nebraska Synod, however, favored the new 
building fund more than the general fund. Receipts from United 
Lutheran Church will be only 89 000.00 for the next two years. 


Requests and Legacies 

We received the following bequests and legacies during the year: 
Bequests by Mrs. Petersen, Salina, Kansas, Kansas Synod, $3,988.00: 
Mrs. Clark, Verdon, Nebr., Nebraska Synod, $1,000.00. Wm. Gosker, 
Fontanelle, Neb., German Nebraska Synod, $1,000.00. Mr. Nehls, Chap- 
man, Neb., German Nebraska Synod, $500.00. Legacies by Mrs. 
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Carrie L. Stephen, Burlington, Iowa, Iowa Syne, $500.00, which await 


the small number of responses to our appeal. The Superintendent’s 
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the adjustment by the court. One by a member of Dr. Turkle’s church 
in Pittsburg, Pa. The other from a member of our church at Logans- 
port, Ind. : 

The new building fund campaign within the church was not as suc- 
cessful as we hoped it would be. It may be termed a failure. Many 
other campaigns were carried on at the same time, which accounted for 


personal solicitations for this fund have been fairly successful. Twen- 
ty-four congregations of the German Nebraska Synod visited in the 
interest of the new building, gave and pledged about $3,650.00; seven 
congregations of the Nebraska Synod about $2,000.00. We also pre- 
sented the cause to one congregation in the Wartburg Synod and one 
in the Kansas Synod. Total amount in the new building fund, $3,357.66, 
and about $3,000.00 in pledges. 101 persons in the one building at 
present; 85 inmates and 16 employees. Soliciting the prayers and gifts 


of the Nebraska Synod. 
Respectfully sumbitted, 


CHAS. S. BREAM, 


In accordance with the By-Laws relative to amendments 


the following notice to amend Sec. 8, Item 5, to correspond 


with the action of Synod October 9th, 1923, relative to the 
salary of the full-time president, was presented by Dr. O. D. 


‘Baltzly. Item 5 to read as follows: | 


Remuneration of officers shall be as follows until changed 
by action of Synod: President, $3,000.00 annually, in monthly 
installments of $250.00 each, and incidental expenses. 

mendment to acted upon at this session of Synod, 
Thursday, October 11th, 1923. 


Report of Committee on Ministerial Edu 
and adopted. | terial Education was given 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL EDUCATION 

Your committee is glad to present another annual report to Synod. 
During the past year an effort was made to stir up the people to a 
greater interest in the work of the ministry. This great work and 
need was brought to the attention of the parents. The plan was to 
lead the parents to be willing that their sons dedicate themselves to 
the Gospel Ministry. This was done through the Father and Son ban- 
quets. Dr. Krueger and the faculty of the Western Theological Sem- 
inary outlined the work and your committee made an effort to co-oper- 
ate with them. We are glad to say that the pastors and congregations | 
of the Synod took a deep interest in this campaign. Only a few felt 
that they could not join in and have such a banquet. 
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According to a detailed report from Dr. Krueger there are 75 
boys in the Nebraska Synod who signed cards that they would consider 


the ministry as their life work. The fathers of these boys also signed 
cards that they were willing that their sons should become ministers 
of the Gospel. We rejoice in this good beginning, but we must now 
follow up what has been started. The banquet plan should be continued 
or something better to take its place. Your committee has nothing to 
substitute at present. We need to keep in touch with these boys and en- 
courage them. They have a few yars to study in th public schools be- 
fore they are ready for college. 


Four committee held two meetings. The first one was held in 
Fremont the first week in June. At this time we considered a letter 
from Rev. A. C. Henrikson, who received aid from Synod for one year, 
1919 and 1920. He was advised to take a year’s work in English in 
Midland College or the Western Seminary. He would thus be able to 
learn our customs and become more e....cient in the English work and 
more likely to get a pastorate in our Synod. He did as he was ad- 


vised, but did not have an opportunity to come into our Synod. He 
then received a call to a Danish congregation at Hemingford, Nebraska. 


He now asks about paying back what he received. He is not in the 
United Lutheran Church, but he is a Lutheran Pastor. The commit- 
tee deemed it wise to have Synod decide this matter. Shall he be re- 
quired to return the $150.00? 


From a study of the situation your committee believes that some of 


our young men in the Seminary are preaching too frequently while 
the Seminary work is in session. We do not say how often they should 
preach except that every Sunday is too frequent. The Western Sem- 


— 


inary Bulletin of July, 1923, has an editorial which sums up the con- 


dition that has prevailed. Your committee believes that our young 


men in the Seminary should go out to preach under the direction of 


the Seminary faculty and the President of Synod. Arrangements should 


be made with the faculty and not with the young men. 


The second meeting of the committee was held since coming to 
Synod. In looking over the records we find that the young men are 
measuring up to what Synod expects of tnem, except one who is a 
little low in his grades. One of our young men, Alfred Frank, com- 
pleted his theological training last spring and is now Pastor at Auburn. 
He is here for ordination. 


Lest year we assisted eight young men as follows: 


Alfred Frank 7 $ 200.00 
Alfred Young ane 200.00 
Max Harder 3 200.00 
Walter Voss 200.00. 
Henry Dumler ..... } 175.00 
Paul White \ 175.00 


Fred H. Bloch 100.00 
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Henry Scherer 200.00 
Erie Luschei 6 
Total $1,625.00 


Synod also approved the amount of $200.00 for Fred H. Bloch. He 
was paid the first installment for the first semester. He then wrote 


that his finances were coming along better than he had anticipated and 


he would not need the second installment. A short time ago he wrote 
me that he had sent Dr. Miller, a check for $100.00, thus paying back 
what he had received. We commend his fine spirit. 

Last week I received a letter from Dr. Klotsche, Secretary of the 
Seminary faculty, in which he called attention to a resolution passed 
by the faculty of the Western Theological. Seminary, “That we recom- 
mend to the Synods that all beneficiary students in the college be re- 
quired to take Latin and Greek.” | ä 

Dr. Frederick of the Pacific Seminary requests that our Synod 


assist one of their young men. An application blank was sent to 
him. 


We present the following recommendations: 
1. That the following receive for the year the amount opposite 


his name: 
Alfred Young. Senior in Seminary 8200.00 
Walter Voss, Middler in Seminary : 200.00 
Edward Amend, Irregular Sr. in College : 200.00 
Henry Dumler, Junior in Seminary 175.00 
Max Harder, Middler in Seminary 200.00 
Total — 3978.00 


* 


2. That the young men in the Seminary, who receive aid from 
Synod shall be away to preach only as directed by the faculty of the 
Seminary. 

3. That Synod approve the resolution passed by the faculty of 
the Western Theological Seminary, That all beneficiary students in 
the college be required to take Latin and Greek.” 5 

4. That the request of Dr. Frederick be granted provid the 
application meet the approval of the committee. 

Respectfully submitted, 
7 G. B. WEAVER, 
Chairman of the Committee. 


On motion, action was ‘deferred . th | estion 
— the returning of the aid given to Rev. A. 4 — for 
inisterial Education because of his entrance into the Danish 


Synod. 


On motion, the Ordination Service arran | 
day evening of this session was — Sr teen ove 
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ning, and the President was instructed to appoint a commit- - 


tee to arrange for a service for Wednesday evening. The com- 
mittee appointed was Rev. A. A. Marohn, Prof. G. N. Menden- 
hall and Rev. Wm. Hoffman. 

Reverend A. O. Soholm read the report of the Protocol 
Committee. The same was adopted and ordered filed in the 
Protocol, but not to be printed in the minutes. 


Temporary report of the Apportionment Committee 
presented and referred back to committee. Motion made and 


carried that any object pertaining to the Apportionment 


budget be heard at once. 


The report of the Synodical Home Missions and church 


Extension committee was made and accepted. 


REPORT OF THE SYNODICAL“HOME MISSIONS AND 


CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE 
Brethren of Synod: 

We take pleasure in bringing . vou another year of . 
ary activity and with gratitude to Almighty God for the blessings with 
which He favored us, we beg leave the following report. 

During the past year five parishes received assistance. Omaha, 
First Church, Rev. Oak W. Ebright, pastor; York, First Church, Rev. 
G. B. Weaver, pastor; Leigh, St. John’s Church, Rev. M. Koolen, D. D., 
pastor; South Sioux City, Our Redeemer’s Church, Rev. Geo. E. Mor- 
tensen, Pastor; Gretna-Chalco and Elkhorn, Rev. H. F. Schmidt, pastor. 

First Church, Omaha, Rev. Oak W. Ebright, pastor; organized 1907. 
Another year of substantial progress has marked the history of this 
growing congregation. A net gain of 25 confirmed members is re- 
corded; a faithfulness in meeting their benevolent obligation; an increase 


of $300 in the salary of their pastor and a decrease of $300.00 of a 


reduction from the Board of Home Missions, are some of the outstanding 
features of this church. We congratulate the pastor and members of 
this congregation upon these indications of true progress and believe 
that it will not be long until this congregation will take its place in 
the ranks of our selfsustaifiing churches. 

St. John’s. Church, Leigh, Rev. M. Koolen, D. D. pastor; organ- 


ized 1919. This flourishing mission and their greatly esteemed pastor 


bring a most gratifying report. Faithful in their spiritual obligations 


and happy in bringing their missionary offerings, this congregation de- 
serves first place. In caring for their pastor, this mission erected a 
substantial all modern parsonage. almost ready for occupancy now, 
with the greater part of its expense fully provided. This congregation, _ 


too, reduced its appropriation from the Board and is bending 


effort to become self-supporting. Leigh proves one of the most fruitful — 
fields of labor for our beloved church. May the Lord continue to bless 


and prosper our devoted pastor and his loyal people. 
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First Church, York, Rev. C. B. Weaver, Pastor; organized 1903. 

This congregation is efficiently cared for since March 1 by our 
Missionary, who took charge of this field at that time. This congrega- 
tion has a faithful band of workers. Both pastor and people are happy 
and united in the work and hopeful in their endeavor to establish our 
faith in this important city. This congregation is paying its benevolence 
and liberally supports all calls made by our church. 85 


Our Redeemer's Church, South Sioux City, Rev. Geo. E. Mortensen, 
Pastor; organized 1920. This mission is located in one o. our growing. 
cities with much of good material for a Lutheran church. The pros- 
pects for growth were hindered greatly by the untimely loss of their 
former pastor. During the summer vacation Student Max Harder 
supplied this people, and on September 1 the present pastor took charge. 
This people is hopeful and united in the work and with the coming 
of Rev. Mortensen feel happy and ready to uphold his hands in establish- 
ing our Zion in their midst. Plans are out for the erecting of a house 
of worship in the early spring. We bespeak of Synod the hearty sup- 
port in this great and most needful step. | 


The Chalco-Elkhorn-Gretna Parish, Rev. H. F. Schmidt, Pastor. 


This charge received the faithful and efficient care of our good Mis- 
sionary, who in spite of much discouragement, has made substantial 
gains. Owing to some wrong impressions made by some unfriendly 
to our church, on July 1, the Gretna congregation withdrew by in- 
dependent action to adhere no longer to the former arrangement. Since 
then, Rev. Schmidt has given his entire time to Chalco and the further 
development of Elkhorn, which before this had been only a preach- 
ing point. Since then a congregation has been regularly organized at 
Elkhorn, consisting of 38 members, and articles of incorporation 
adopted. This new congregation will come up to Synod for admittance. 
This mission secured a church property, formerly belonging to the M. 
E. denomination, consisting of a church and parish house, paying 
ea for same, and is making every endeavor to meet this obliga- 
ion. 3 


1 


The Sidney-Gurley Parish 


Trinity Church, Sidney; organized 1886. This congregation has 
had the continuous services of your missionary in connection with the 
Gurley church. While our growth in membership has not been large, 
conditions in this field make us hopeful and encouraged. This congrega- 
tion has more than met its apportignment in full, including that of Mid- 
land College, and gave liberally to other calls. The entire church has 


rte neee and with altar furnishings and other gifts, including a 
wo-tray communion set and 60 Common Servic er l 
$600.00 for the same. | eee, 


It should further be stated, that this : : 
of $450.00 to the Home congregation has sent the sum 


Mission treasurer as a ) i 
part compensation fo 
the services of your missionary. 8 
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Grace Church, Gurley; Organized 1916. On the whole, the peo- 
ple of Gurley were not so fortunate. With much of the wheat a fail- 
ure and the depressing conditions felt among the farmers in general, 
a number of our families became greatly discouraged and moved to 
other states. Nevertheless they record growth in membership, both 
in church and church-school. This congregation is faithful in church 
attendance and paid the greater part of its apportionment and gave 
to other calls made by the Church. As did Sidney, so has this people 
expended a substantial sum on church improvements, and has reim- 


bursed your Synodical Home Missions and Church Extension treaeury . 


Miscellaneous 


Stamford Trinity Church—Your Committee received a plea for 
temporary support from the Stamford people and has granted the same. 
Your Missionary Superintendent visited this field and reported favorable 
for such action. Rev. C. W. Seville is serving this congregation since 
December 1 and has been successful to unite the influences here for a 
growing church. The interior of the church has been repaired and 
decorated and the outside painted. The congregation paid a large 
part of its apportionment, which is a good record from this field. 


_ Barreston—An. urgent invitation was received from the Lutheran 
people near Barneston to be of service to them in establishing English 
services in their midst. Your Missionary was instructed to visit the 
field and learn as to the situation. He has spent three trips, giving up 
two of his Sundays and reports that a temporary arrangement is made 
to care for these people in connection with our pastor at Beatrice. 


New Work 
There are a number of new fields ripe unto harvest, both 11 our 
larger eities and country communities. We are also mindful of the 


need of missionary assistance in some of our vacant churches. There 
will be no step backward in the Missionary policies of this Synod, but 


let us assure you that in whatever action this Synod may take, it will 
only be fore the best interest and true growth of our beloved Zion. 


Report of Treasurer of Committee of Home Missions and 
Church Extension 


Yous treasurer, Mr. R. B. Weller, herewith’ 2 his report, 
audited by Mr. A. V. Enholm and Mr. T. H. Gloyer, who found same 
correet. 

October 11th, 1922: ee 

Balance on hand . $ 535.57 
Money Received — 2,397.51 


* 

8 

— 

! 


* 4 


— 


1 


11 5 FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION 


Money Expended: 
Salaries for Missionaries 7 $2,372.14 
Certificate of Deposit 500.00 


Total 82,872.14 
October 10th, 1923: | 
Balance on hand . nis $ 60.94 


Certificates of deposit at State of : 
Omaha 962.73 


Total on hand 81,023.67 
Respectfully submitted, 

R. B. WELLER, 

Treasurer. 


Resignation 
Dear Brethren of the Nebraska Synod: On July Ist, 1913, your 


Synod sent me a call to become your Synddical Missionary, which call 
I interpreted as from the Lord and accepted same, beginning my service 


on the first of September, 1913. In the year 1915, in conjunction with 


the new arrangements of the Board of Home Missions and Church Ex- 


tension, I was intrusted with the additional duty as Secretary of the 
Home Mission Committee, acting in the capacity as Missionary Super- 
intendent. In the providence of God I feel it my duty to return to you 
the trust thus given and do hereby tender you my resignation to take 


effect at such a date as can best be arranged without inconvenience to 
either your Synod or the undersigned. : | 


With gratitude to our Heavenly Father for His blessing and the 
good brethren of the Nebraska Synod for their cordial e 


-0-operation given 
me while in this office, I am, 


Gratefully yours, | 
W. T. KAHSE. 
| Respectfully submitted, 33 
Synodical Home Mission and Church Extension Committee. 
W. T. KAHSE, 


On motion, a special committee was appointed to draw 


up resolutions concerning the 10 years of faithful service of 
5 Missionary Superintendent, Rev. W. T. Kahse, D. D. The 


ommittee appointed was Rev. Geo Dorn, Dr. W. I. Guss, 
and Rev. A. K. Walborn. “ga stu | 


‘COMMITTEE ON RESIGNATION OF 
SYNODICAL MISSIONARY SUPERINTENDENT 


In the course of events there comes to Synod the : resignation of 
Svynodical Missionary Superintendent, Reverend William Theodore 
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Kahse, D. D. This resignation comes after having served in this capacity 
for over ten years. Therefore be is resolved: 
1. That we bear testimony to his loyal devotion and untiring 
efforts in the establishment and furtherance of missionary activity. 
2. That we note the quiet Christian Spirit with which he always 
approached hard tasks. Because of this he always encouraged the Mis- 


Sionaries and established in them Faith, Hope and Confidence. 


3. That we commend him for the unselfish spirit which he has 


Always shown in his work and especially at this time in the new con- 


stitutional arrangement of Synodical Officers. 
4. That we hereby express the hope that Dr. Kahse : may long 
continue as a co-taborer within the bounds of our Synod. 


1 


Respectfully submitted, 


GEORGE DORN, 
I. W. GUSS, 
A. K. WALBORN. 


The report of the Synodical Paper was presented and on 
motion was considered seriatim. All of the items were 


adopted and then the report was adopted as a whole. 


REPORT OF SYNODICAL PAPER 


Your Committee would report as follows: 1 | | 
Immediately after the session of Synod authorizing this commit- 


tee to establish a Synodical Paper, the committee met at Fremont, 


Nebraska, for the purpose of making plans to carry out our instruc- 
tions. Reverend C. Franklin Koch was elected as Editor, Reverend 
Ralph Livers as Business Manager. The name decided upon was Ne- 
braska Synod Lutheran. 

After securing bids from several firms the contract for the pub- 
lication was given to Perkins Printing Company, Fremont. The first 


issue was sent out in November, 1922, of 4,800 copies. The desire was 


to send a sufficient supply to each pastor to reach each family. The 
Post Office Department at Washington has granted us the second class 
rate. 

Financial Report 


Total subscriptions 1,650 
Received on subscriptions $321.95 
Sent direct to Treasurer (Dr. 57.50 
Sent direct to Treasurer (Dr. Guss) | ; 34.00 
Sent direct to Treasurer (R. Weissmiller) 11.00 
Total $424.45 
Amount received from Synod : 8210.00 


Grand Total 8634.45 
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Expenditures ... 431.00 
On hand 8403.56 
Recommendation 


1. That the paper be continued. 


1 That an Editor and a Business Manager be elected at this meet- | 


ing of Synod. 


3. That an apportionment of 4 cents per member be levied by : 


the Apportionment Committee. ; 
4. ‘That the $200.00 voted to this fund a year ago be transferred 
from the Synodical Treasury to the Nebraska Synod Lutheran fund. 
Respectfully submitted, . 

CARL G. AUE, 

G. B. WEAVER. 


a 


contained in this report were referred to the Committee on 
Resolutions. | 


THE STATE OF THE CHURCH | 


By the Grace of God; the State of the Nebraska Synod ngelical © 


Lutheran Churches; as will be verified by reports forwarded from the 
various charges; shows, that the church is growing greater and more 
influential. Pastors report growth in grace and spiritual life, and with 
almost one accord, have expressed themselves hopeful for the future. 

An ever increasing appreciation of the divinely appointed Means 
of Grace” is most obvious. 3 | } 

Family Altars, according to all indications, are woefully few and 
far between. Carelessness and indifference in observing God's pri- 
mary command as recorded in Deut. 6:6-7, evidently is and ever will 
remain the reason for the lack of God-consciousness in the lives of our; 
young people of today. It is also the cause of spiritual sickness among 
church folks in general. 

There seems to be a general apathy in the interest prevailing in 
the Mid-Week services for Bible study and prayer. The truth as ex- 

pressed by our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ, (Matt. 6:33), The 

Kingdom of God First,“ needs to be more deeply impressed upon the 
hearts and minds of all of our people. To the laxity in the proper in- 
struction of the children in the home life, and still more so, to the laxity 
in the example of the family worship and Mid-Week prayer services, 
so vital to the spiritual life of the young, no doubt, may be attributed 
very largely to their lack of interest in and their comparatively small 


attendance at the public worship in the house of God. Otherwise the 


morning service and worship is fairly well attended in all of our Ne- 
braska Synod Lutheran churches. ee 
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A summary of the reports on the State of the Church bears rec- 
ord of the fact that wherever catechization of the young and old is 
diligently carried on and wherever Lent and Holy Week services are 
faithfully observed by pastor and people; that there the churches are 
also in a most healthful condition, growing not only numerically, but 


_ growing in grace as well. It has been pointed out that the whole 


secret of growth in grace, as well as materially, is due to the applica- 
tion of the old established Biblical principle of teaching the people the 
doctrines of the Christian faith, as commanded in the Old Testament: 
“These words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart 
and thou shalt teach them diligently,” ete. Also, as plainly stated 


mim the New Testament commission: “Go ye therefore and teach all 


nations,” etc. 

Pastors everywhere, recognize that the auxiliary organizations of 
the church, such as Sunday schools, Missionary and Young People's 
societies and Brotherhoods are a great asset to any church. They 
deepen the spiritual life; enlarge the outward vision; develop the mis- 
sionary spirit as well as enlarge the offerings for the support of the 
great cause in the upbuilding of God's Kingdom at home and in foreign 
fields. 

Lutheran literature seems to be used almost n in all of 
our Sunday schools, without hardly a single exception. The subscrip- 
tion to the “Lutheran Woman’s Work” is quite large, wherever there 


is a Congregational society. The number of subscriptions to “The 


Lutheran,” the official church paper, with only one exception, is en- 
tirely too small, and in most instances only a few in number. | 
In only a few of the reports mention is made of the Nebraska 


Synod Lutheran.“ 


In the finances of the church ace has been a marked growth, 
evidenced by the fact that in most churches the apportionment has not 
only been paid in full, but a few report an excess. Many report all 
external and unapportioned benevolences well cared for. | 

Discouragements were indicated in a few of the various reports 
but fortunately, these were overshadowed by far, by the aforementioned 
encouragements in the same reports. | 

Truly, we may well give praise and glory to Almighty God for 
the many and marked evidences of the mighty onward march of the 
church of Jesus Christ. 


Number of Pastorates 47 
Number Reported ....... Seis . 29 
One report was received from Church. 
A. L. Groseclose, Pastor. 


Number Delinquent 3 | 18 

1. Beatrice ͤC˖m Vacant 
2. Bruning Vacant 
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Grand Island 


Hardy-St. Paul’s and Jewel 


I 4. Falls City. 
5. 
6. 
7. Homer . 7 
8 
9 


Hooper 
- MeCool Junction 
1 10. Oakland 
1 11. Omaha, Grace 
12. Oshkosh and Lewellen 
1 | 13. Paxton and Sutherland 


14. Potter 

je | 15. Rising City 

aa 16. Verdon 

11 17. Walton Paul L. Mellenbrook 
18. Wayne n | J. H. Fetteroff 


Respectfully submitted, 
J. H. UTESCH, 
11 GEO. E. MORTENSEN. 

1 Resolution 

i In view of the fact that “Family Altars“ are reported as 2 


great uncertainty, and also in view of the fact that catechization can 
not be over-emphasized; therefore may it be; 


RESOLVED That your committee urge the printing of a uniform 
card to be distributed to all members in every congregation setting 


ö oe — absolute need of the two factors in the home and church life. 
80 it; 


RESOLVED That same card call for definite reply to be returned 
to the respective pastors annually and prior to the date for the report 
i on The State of the Churc 


Respectfully submitted. 
it J. H. UTESCH, 


1 GEO. E. MORTENSEN. 
| i i The supplementary report was ordered printed in the Protocol 
V. 


* ‘ 


| me W. T. Kahse offered the rt i 4 
i sion Committee. The same was adopted. 6 4 


sin. _ REPORT OF INNER MISSION COMMITTEE | 
| | Your committee in bringing before you this report, calls attention 

to the lack of interest manifest in the churches of our own Synod in 
the Inner Mission cause. The only institution in our territory, Tabitha 5 
2 — the only visible evidence 80 far, that we have, of interest in 1 
| | ö — 8 In its substantial support only a few of our churches 9 
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We suggest that every congregation make a special offering for 


Tabitha, and set aside a Sunday—Children’s Day is suggested as most 


suitable—for this cause. We furthermore suggest that every pastor 
devote a Sunday with special sermon to the cause of Inner Missions. 
Respectfully submitted, | 
W. T. KAHSE, 
Chairman. 


The report of the committee on Letters and Papers was 
read and adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEES ON LETTERS AND PAPERS. 

Having carefully examined the file of letters and papers we call 
your attention to the following: 

Dr. M. G. G. Shearer, Secretary of the United Lutheran Church in 
America asks that delegates to the 1924 convention of the United. 
Lutheran Church in America be elected at this meeting of our Synod in 


order that their names may appear in the proper bulletin. 


Dr. J. C. Kuntzman, President of the Pacific Theological 3 
Seattle, Washington, asks that prayer be offered at one of the sessions 
of this Synod in behalf of the Pacific Theological Seminary, that God, 


through His people, equip it to prepare in efficient and sufficient min- 


istry to gather the unchurched in its vast field and the thousands who 
will be drawn in increasing numbers through the States and Provinces 
of the far west. We recommend that this petition be complied with. 
Letters pertaining to other committee has been referred their 
proper sources. 
Respectfully submitted, 
„K. DE FREESE, 
E. BOLLMAN, 
B. F. FISHER, 
Committee. 


The report of the committee on ang in the 
Gretna Congregation was adopted. 


~ 


‘COMMITTEE REPORT ON GRETNA CONGREGATION 


We, your special committee to meet with the delegation from Gretna, 
relative to the matter of suspension of Ressurection Church, beg to 
submit the following: 

After a careful survey of the entire situation the Ae from 
Gretna asks of Synod that the suspension be lifted and services be 
resumed at once, putting the Gretna matters under the care of the 
President of Synod, looking to a complete reorganization of the con- 


gregation and adjustment of the irregularities. 


Respectfully submitted, 
C. G. AUE. 
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Motion was made and carried that the editor of the 
Synodical paper be a minister. Rev. Ralph Livers was elected 


editor. Mr. O. S. Keyser was elected Business Manager of 
the Synodical paper. : 


On motion, a special committee on the Pooling Ques- 
tion was appointed. The committee consisted of Rev. A. 0. 
Soholm, Rev. R. Livers and Mr. S. A. Wassum. 


The Synod granted permission to Rev. Livers to choose 


Dr. Aue as Associate Editor to the Synodical paper. 
The report on the President’s report was offered and on 


motion was considered seriatim. The first recommendation 


was amended to read as follows: “In the event that the 
Statistician be not a regularly elected delegate, he shall ap- 
point someone who is a delegate to represent him at this meet- 


ing.” Items 2, 3, and 4 were adopted and Item 5 was referred 


to the Committee on Resolutions. The report was then adopt- 
ed as a whole. 


COMMITTEE ON PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


Your committee has before it the very excellent report. It in- 


dicates the efficient and careful conduct of the large and many sided 
affairs of Synod. 


His clarion call as to the need of a full-time ae has already 
been answered by Synod’s action in the election thereof. 


1. We recommend that the resolution of the United Lutheran 


Church relative to the presence of the Synodical Statistical Secretaiy 
at her conventions be complied with. 


2. We recommend that the pastors and congrégations keep the 


question of our official church papers and periodicals before our people, 


not overlooking our newsy paper, the “Nebraska Synod Lutheran.” 
3. We recommend that the appeal of Salem Church of Fremont 


be heard by Synod, and that the action of the executive committee relat- 
ing thereto be approved. 


_ 4. We recommend that the widest publicity be given the Midland 
Assembly for church workers. | 


5. We would refer the item on the recent Lutheran World Confer- 
ence to the Committee on Resolutions. 


Respectfully submitted, 


A. K. WALBORN, 
Chairman. 


The report 


adopted : * the Committee on Ministerial Relief was 
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St. Luke's Lutheran Church of Emerson; be it resolved: 


COMMITTEE ON MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Your Committe on Ministerial Relief would report that no 63 
for aid has come to during the year. 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. BOLLMAN, 


i 


The report of the Committee on Resolutions was =, 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON RESOLUTIONS. 


1. WHEREAS, One of the notable events in the Lutheran Church 
of the past year was the meeting of the Lutheran World Convention 


in Eisenach, Germany, which revealed the great possibilities of a 


United Lutheran Church in the world; and whereas, so much publicity 
was given in our Church papers: Be it resolved: 


1. That we urge our people to re-read the reports of this historic 


convention, in order to catch the vision of the great possibilities of the 


Lutheran Church. 

2. That we call upon our people to unite in prayer that the forces 
of Lutheranism may be brought together for the furtherance of the 
Kingdom of God in the world, in accord with the principles of the 
Augsburg Confession. 

3. That we urge our people to subscribe for and read the per- 


-jodicals published by the United Lutheran Church. 


II. WHEREAS: In view of the fact that Family Altars“ are 
reported as a great uncertainty, and also in view of the fact that 


catechization can not be , over-emphasized; therefore may it be re- 


solved: 

1. That your committee urge the printing of a uniform card to be 
distributed to all members in every congregation setting forth the 
absolute need of the two factors in the home and church life. 

2. That the same card call for definite reply to be returned to 
the respective pastors annually and prior to the date for the report on 
The State of the Church. 

III. WHEREAS: The report of the Young People’s Work in 


Synod showed a decrease in membership and whereas; several congre- 


gations report no organizations. Be it resolved: 

1. That we urge our pastors and congregations to make a special 
effort to increase the interest in the Young People’s Societies. 
IV. WHEREAS: We have heard of the crying needs of Tabitha 
Home in order that it may adequately care for the — and aged 
who apply for admission. Be it resolved: 


1. That we commend Tabitha and her needs to our people for 


sympathetic interest in their prayers and their gifts. 
V. WHEREAS: We have been so splendidly entertained by ee: 
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1. That we hereby express our thanks to the Pastor and wife, and 
people, for their kindness in opening their homes to us, and to all others 
that have contributed in any way to make this convention of Synod 


2. That these words of appreciation be conveyed to the people of 
this congregation. 


is 
— = 
* 


Respectfully submitted, | es 
ALFONSE A. MAROHN, 
M. KOOLEN, 
S8. N. MENDENHALL, 
| M. J. ANDERSON. 


— 


The report of the Committee on North and South Platte 
Conferences was adopted. | 5 


« 44 ** 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NORTH AND 
- SOUTH PLATTE CONFERENCES 


| Your committee beg to report resolution passed by the North Platte 
| : 9 Conference in session at the First Lutheran Church, Benson, Reverend 


| O. W. Ebright, pastor, in the spring as follows: 
a RESOLVED: That we memorialize Synod at its next session ask- 
ing that the vernal meetings of the North and South Platte Conſer- 
ences be held co-jointly alternating each year as to place of meeting on 
the two territories. 

Your committee also beg to report that the South Platte Confer- 


ence in session at Verdon in response to an invitation from the North 
Platte Conference to hold the vernal 


eetings of the two conferences 
* co-jointly as expressed in the memo the North Platte conference 
to this session of Synod; : | 


* 


4 


RESOLVED: That we defer acceptance of the proposal of the 
North Platte Conference until the said conference convinces or shows 
the South Flatte Conference in what way the joint meetings are an 


* — 
— 
CS * — 


improvement over the old way. ) 
Respectfully submitted, 


J. H. UTESCH, 
WM. HOFFMAN, 
| Rox CROFT. 


— 
—— 


« — 


| 1 On motion, the memorialization of the North Platte Con- 
1 ference to Synod concerning the joint sessions of the two con 
in erences, was considered by the Synod and tabled. 
1 „ The President appointed R. R. Weissmiller to report 
ria — — — during the Convention to the Church and 


1 
Bie e session was closed by prayer by Rev. M. Koolen. 4 
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WEDNESDAY EVENING SESSION 


The services Wednesday evening were conducted by Rev. 
A. A. Marohn, assisted by Prof. Mendenhall and Rev. Wm. 
Hoffman and consisted of the installation of the officers of 
the Missionary Society and an address by Mr. O. A. Keyser, 
Treasurer of Midland College. His subject being “Under- 


writing Christianity.“ 


THURSDAY MORNING SESSION | | 
Devotional service. was conducted by the Chaplain, wits 
delivered a practical application of the Lutheran Doctrine of 
the Lord’s Supper. 
The business session was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
L. M. Kuhns, D. D., Litt. D. | 
Roll was called. 


The courtesies of the floor were „ to the Revs. 


J. F. Krueger, D. D., Ph. D.; J. F. Seibert, D. D., and L. S. G. 
Miller, D. D. 

The convention rece.ved greetings from the Women’s 
Missionary Society, carried by Mrs. C. F. Koch. 

The report of the delegation to the United Lutheran 
Church was presented by Rev. J. H. Fetterolf, and adopted. 


REPORT OF DELEGATES TO CONVENTION OF 
UNITED LUTHERAN CHURCH. 
The third convention of the United Lutheran Church in 1 
assembled in Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Buffalo, N. V., Tuesday 


evening, October 17, 1923. Your delegates are glad to report a pleas- 


ant and profitable convention, one that was largely attended by clerical 
and lay representatives and visitors. 

It should be a matter not unworthy of report to say that in ful- 
fillment of a recommendation adopted by this Synod two years ago 
requiring every delegate to be present at every session of the conven- 
tion or have his pay withheld, that the delegation representing this 
Synod complied with this ruling. Every delegate was present at the 


opening session and no one was absent . any session during the 


entire convention. 

The serious illness of President Knubel, preventing his attendance 
at the opening of the convention, Secretary Rev. M. G. G. Scherer, 
read the sermon prepared by the president on the text: Matt. 1829; 


his theme being “The Purpose of the Church; to Make Real, Effective, | 


the Presence of Christ in the World.” 

The Confessional Service was conducted 6 Rev. H. A. Weller 
and was assisted in the administration of the Holy Communion by 
other clerical members of the executive board. Holy Communion was 
administered to 489 delegates of the convention and to the visiting mem- 
bers of the Brotherhood which had been in session the two . 
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The business sessions opened on Wednesday morning. Rev. Jacob 
A. Clutz had been appointed by the Executive Board as temporary pre- 
siding officer. The election of a president pro tem was left to the 
convention and Rev. Ellis B. Burgess was unanimously elected to fill 
the place. Dr. Burgess proved himself a master parliamentarian by 
the dispatch with which business was transacted and the fairness of all 
his decisions. Many complicated situations arose in parliamentary 
law, but his keen analytical mind was equal to every critical situa- 
tion. | 
During the Biennium a number of new Synods were formed by the 
merging of Constituent Synods of the United Lutheran Church. All 
these merging Synods were. favorably recommended and were enrolled 
and the names of the Synod of which they were formed were dropped 
from the roll. | 
The order for the election of the officers of the convention was 
- postponed to a later session, the time to be fixed by the Committee 
on Reference and Counsel. When the time appointd arrived the tellers 
report revealed that Rev. F. H. Knubel had received a very large ma- 4 
jority of votes cast. His election was made unanimous by the Conven- 2 
. 9 1 tion. Rev. M. G. Scherer was re-elected as Secretary and Mr. Clar- 3 


: 


5 ence Miller, Treasurer. 


It seems scarcely necessary to give a detailed report of the pro- 
ceedings of the Convention as the minutes have been well distributed 
and details can be found there. 3 * 

But it is not out of place to say that the sessions generally were 
characterized by harmony, good will and Christian courtesy, zeal for 
the cause of Christ in general and in particular for the special work 

that has fallen to our own beloved Church. The one dominant note 
that seemed to sound clearest through the entire convention was the 
expression of an earnest desire for the accomplishment of larger things 
in the Master’s cause. As the sessions proceeded all seemed to be im- 
pressed anew with the extent of our field; the many doors of oppor- 


a tunity open to our beloved Church and with providential indications that 
i | we should redouble our activities in gathering the fields white unto 
1 the harvest. 


1 The reports of various agencies of the Church were highly en- 
17 couraging, showing that there had at least been no loss in spiritual 
1 | power and no decrease in the interest and loyalty to the cause of 
1 Christ. It was plainly indicated that there is an increasing activity 
1 in the church, perhaps not as marked as it might be or should be, 
Bi yet every agency of the church has gone forward. While numerous 
opportunities for service are constantly presenting themselves, we were 
assured that the church has taken advantage of many of them. But 
to succeed in the measure possible for us, the hearty co-operation of the 
entire church is needed. | 
has taken a firmer hold among our people, 
evolence over former 
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To the committee of the Laymen’s Missionary Movement belongs 
much of the credit for stimulating a deeper interest and greater ac- 
tivity of the men in the church to render personal service and to foster 
a missionary spirit. This committee has laid stress on the duty of 
the laymen to assume a greater responsbility as their share of church 
work. These efforts appear to have taken root, as is indicated by the 
reported increase of benevolence pledges of last year over the preceding 
year. In the English Synods seventy-four per cent of the pastorates 
have reported the adoption of the duplex envelope system. 


A sentiment seemed to prevail in the Constituent Synods that there 
is a multiplication of boards which adds greatly to the expense of the 
church at large, and that the consolidation of some of these would 
eliminate a large share of the cost of administration. With a view 
of bringing this matter to the attention of the Convention the Com- 


mittee on Reference and Counsel submitted the following resolution: 


That the Executive Board be instructed to investigate and consider 
in what ways it might be possible to combine or reorganize the Boards 
and Committees of the U. L. C. so as to make the work of administra- 
tion more economical and to report its finding with recommendations 
to the next convention.” 


After some discussion the Convention empowered the Executive 
Board to effect such mergers wherever satisfactory to the Boards con- 
cerned. 

The 1 of the Northwestern Seminary from 8 N. D., 
to Minneapolis caused considerable warm discussion. In order to 
prosecute more successfully missionary work in the northwest, the Sur- 
vey Commission to the Northwest recommended to the Executive Board 


and the Board of Education that a Theological Seminary be established 


in the Northwest tier of states, but that the location should not be farther 
east than Fargo, N. D. In this connection, we state that the Seminary 
was locaed at Fargo, but by action of the Synod of the Northwest it 
was later removed to Minneapolis. On this matter the Executive Board 


took the following action: 


“Resolved That we now approve that part of the report of the 
Survey Commission to the Northwest, relating to the establishing of 
Theological Seminary purely on the grounds of mianionary ey 
not farther east than Fargo, S. D. 


“Resolved, That inasmuch as we have found that there is à di- 


vision of opinion within the Synod of the Northwest on the question 


of removal of the seminary, this Board does not deem it wise to take 
action now concerning the proposed removal, lest it might prejudice the 
action of the Synod.” 


Then the chairman of the delegation of the Synod of the North- 
west offered the following resolutions: 


“In view of the ‘act that since that action was: taken, the 8 
of the Northwest has in convention resolved to remove the Seminary 
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from Fargo, N. D, to Minneapolis, Minn., and that said Seminary is 
now located there; 


Therefore be it resolved, that said Conventions now approve the 


establishment of Northwestern Lutheran Seminary at Minneapolis, 


Minn., on the ground of Missionary necessity.” | 5 

This resolution was referred to a special committee which recom- 
mended: “That the substitute motion offered by the chairman of the 
delegation of the Synod of the Northwest be not adopted and that the 


U. L. C. approve the action of the Executive Board.” . 


In the Report of the Board of Education were items that furnish 
thought for serious reflection on the part of the church. On the one 
side. the report was most hopeful and encouraging yet viewed from 
another angle, situations were brought out that were not so encourag- 
ing. The hopeful feature was that our people seem to lay more stress 
on the need of education. This is evidenced by the greatly increased 
enrollment of nearly all of our institutions of learning. The rush of 
students for college was so large that a number of our colleges were 
seriously considering a policy of restricting attendance. This increased 
attendance has imposed a problem of a serious character—the problem 
of financing the colleges. The larger the student body, the greater be- 
come the costs of administration. During the biennium the churches 
paid only about two-thirds of the apportionment for educational pur- 
poses. This shrinkage in receipts prevented the Board from carrying 
out its program as outlined. | | 


Since the Board was not inclined to ‘borrow money, the appropria- 


tions could not exceed the receipts. Retrenchment along the whole line 


was necessitated and the institutions did not receive their full quota. 
This brought hardship upon the colleges. The board, however, is hope- 


: ful, and there are not wanting signs, indicating that the church at large 


is awakening more fully to the fact that greater interest must be taken 
in Christian education. The Board has used every legitimate means of 
laying before the church her responsibility to her colleges and this 


campaign is beginning to bear fruit. During the biennium this Board 
has paid to our institutions the sum of $129,644.00. 


Emphasis was again laid on the church about the urgent neces- 
sity of calling the attention of Christian young men in our churches 
ee need of more men for the Christian ministry if our church 
g assume her share of the responsibility for evangelizing the world. 
t should be a souree of satisfaction to the church that in the last 
biennium there has been an increase of 18 per cent in the number of 
students studying for the ministry. This is exclusive of the increase 
of students in our theological seminaries. | 

While these are hopeful signs your committee feels compelled to 
the general condition confronting Boards 
— hg nancial way, because of the lack of funds caused 

ynods not meeting their apportionment, considerable 
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a high mountain, $3,000.00 was paid on the deficit. 
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hardship was placed upon the Boards to meet their respective obliga- 
tions. 

As an example of this, our own institutions, Midland College and 
Western Theological Seminary being deprived of a considerable amount 
of their expected income had to suffer great hardship. 

It is also worthy of note to state that our Home Mission cause with 
its program of expansion, so devoutly looked for, was compelled to 
abandon some of its most promising projects, because the Church had 
refused to pay the increase of its budget. 

Your delegates feel that the convention has been a great inspira- 
tion and we pray that the ‘spirit characterizing the convention may 
be felt in our own Synod for the enlargement of Christ’s Kingdom. 


Respectfully submitted, 


- J. H. FETTEROLF, 
Chairman, Protem. 


— 


By common consent, the Midland College finance sub- 
ject was interrupted and Dr. Miller, representing the Foreign 
Mission Board, was heard. 

Consideration was again turned to Midland College. lens 
1 and 2 were adopted. Item 3 was referred to the special com- 
mittee.on Apportionment. The committee, consisting of the 
Revs. Koch, Aue and Dorn. Item 4 was referred to the same 
committee. Item 5 considered and adopted. 

Report of special committee to whom was referred Items 
3 and 4 of report of the Directors of Midland College, was 
— and on motion was adopted with the following resolu- 

On: 


RESOLVED: That the resolution as presented by the 
Board of Trustees of Midland College be adopted, it being 
understood that special offerings for Midland College may be 
applied on the regular benevolence. Report adopted as a whole. 


REPORT or THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF MIDLAND COLLEGE. 


Last year’s report speaks of Midland College being in the wilder- 
ness. That wilderness was a desert of financial depression or rather a 
large deficit and a growing indebtedness. Dr. Krueger, our “Joshua,” is 


leading us in the right direction, but we have not yet crossed the “Jor- 


dan,” nor entered the “promised land.” We have made a good beginning, 
but we have quite a distance yet to travel. We are glad that some 
progress has been made. The dark cloud is not quite so black and 


threatening. We rejoice to report that Dr. Krueger co-operated with the 


Executive Committee in carrying out the action of th Board of Trustees. 
“that we keep our expenses within our income.” Besides climbing such 
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Just a short time before the annual meeting fo the Board, our 
honored treasurer, Henry C. Dahl, was taken from our midst: Since 
Midland has been in Fremont, he had taken a deep interest in the Col- 
lege and did all that he could to build up the institution. At the annual 
meeting of the Board the officers were re-elected, except th treasurer, 
who was no longer present. Mr. O. A. Keyser was elected to that re- 
sponsible position and is giving all his time in the interest of the college. 
He is to assist the President in gathering funds, collecting old pledges, 
looking up students, and in every way possible work for the College. 


The report of the Faculty was very interesting. A fine spirit of co- 
operation and harmony prevails. The professors are doing their very 


best to build up Midland College. The Sabbatical Year was approved by 


the Board. Any Professor who serves Midland College for seven con- 
secutive years is to have one year’s leave of absence for study or ad- 
vanced work of some kind for the benefit of the College, and on regular 


salary. Said plan to begin in 1924. This will give Midland a much bet- 


ter standing in the North Central Association of Colleges. 


The last year has been a good one. The current expenses for the 
year were met and the remainder of the debt on the College buildings, 
and we are now the owners of the College property. In all departments 
there were inattendance 560 students for the year. There were 14 
graduates from the college, 2 in the music department and 2 from the 
Seminary. The Glee Clubs have done a good work and have advertised 
the College in a splendid way. The Academy has been reopened, especial- 


ly for the Sub-Freshmen class. In athletics, Midland is holding a high 
standard. Midland won the championship in football. | 


The Board also approved an Endowment Campaign to be launched | 


when conditions are satisfactory. An Endowment of $500,000.00 is 
needed, yes, a necessity for a working capital. ‘ 


The building program has been commenced. A gymnasium is now 
in the process of erection. You may have seen pictures of it. The build- 


ins will be 74 by 130 feet. It will be a combined gymnasium and audi- 
torium and commons or dining hall. This arrangement is highly com- 


mended by those institutions where it has been used. There is also a 


heating plant at the rear of this building but will be a part of the struc- 


ture, The total cost will be about $125,000.00. It is to be completed 
by June, 1924. ; 


The Athletics under a new coach give promise to exceed that of last 
year, when Midland’s football team took first place in the Nebraska Inter- 
Collegiate Association. The new Gymnasium will give a boost to this 
department and the new Athletic Field recently acquired will increase 
Midland’s equipment along this line. This is a good beginning to enlarge 
mee acai the student body, the people of Fremont and the 


$9,000 indebtedness remains on th 


than covered by good subscriptions. — ee 
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Two houses of the Military Ave. property have been disposed of. 
The remaining 4 lots and two houses are to be sold. The income from 
this property more than provides for the interest on the indebtedness. 

The college property indbtedness has been paid in full, that is, the 
original purchase on which are located the buildings. 

The land purchased for the college, known as the Race Track 
Property,“ has been laid out into lots and is being sold for the College 
by the Home Builders Investment Co.” 51 lots are still unsold. There 
will be a net income for the College from these lots that-are sold of 
$22 345.95. So that the prospects are good that the College will not lose 
any money on the purchase of this property. 

Plans are being drawn for the erection of a new Girls’ Dormitory, 
the cost of which will be approximately $100,000. This building will be a 
memorial to Mr. and Mrs. H. C. Luckey, who are ready to pay their sub- 
cription of $50, 000 to be applied on the cost of a Girls’ Hall. By a vote 
of the Board this building is to be erected during the year 1924 if suitable 
financial arrangements can be made. 

The services of another Professor in the Seminary were so greatly 
needed that the Board could not well postpone calling such a one. Dr. 
R. L. Patterson, who is known by many on this territory, was elected 


to the chair of English Bible and Practical Theology. He needs no intro- 


duction to the people of Midland College and Western Theological Sem- 
inary. While the institution was in Atchison, Kansas, he did some teach- 
ing in connection with his work as a pastor. He will be inaugurated on 
Reformation Day, October 31, at 8 P. M. | | 

One of our Board of Trustees, Dr. Van Fleet of Omaha, has estab- 
lished an annual prize of $25.00 for the best work done in religious edu- 
cation. This fits in very well with the present view, that religious educa- 
tion is the great need of today. 

There was set before the Board an expense budget for the year 
1923-1924. These figures plainly show that the income from the tuition, 


the endowment fund, gifts, etc., is not sufficient for paying the ex- 


penses of the institution. To provide for this deficit, the various Synods | 
on Midland's territory must give some assistance. 


Recommendations. 
1. That we pledge our heartiest support to Presi Kreuger in 


his efforts to successfully carry forward the work of managing the 


various interests of Midland College. 


2. That we earnestly co-operate in the effort to secure more stu- 
dents for Midland. 


3. That this Synod put Midland College on the Synodical Appor- 


tionment to the amount of $1.00 per capita for the Communicant Mem- 


bership in order to help the College to pay the proposed budget for 
1923-1924. 


4. That all of the 3 Schools be asked to tals an offering for 


Midland College on Easter or on the Sunday following the Day of Prayer 


for Colleges. And that the needs of the College be presented to both 
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the Sunday School and the congregation at some time before this offering 
is giver. Also that envelopes furnished by the College be given out be- 
fore the time of this offering. 

5. That the campaign of Midland College to increase the Endow- 
ment Fund to $500,000 receive the hearty endorsement of this Synod. 
And that we also include in the above campaign our Synodical share 
for the Girls’ Dormitory. “4 


. Respectfully submitted. 
W. B. WEAVER, 


The report of the special committee on Pooling was pre- 


sented and on motion was carried and to be applicable this 


REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON POOLING EXPENSES. 


We, your special committee, will submit the following: The pooling 
of expenses of the pastors and laymen of Synod shall be arranged by the 
Committee on Pooling and Claims, the first day of Synod. The average 
of the railroad fares shall be determined and each representative before 
the close of Synod shall pay in cash to this Committee the amount of his 
fare under the average or receive in cash the amount of his fare 
above the average. He shall submit this expense to his local Church 
Council for remuneration. 

Respectfully submitted, 
A. O. SOHOLM, 
Chairman. 


On motion, the convention adjourned until 1 o’clock P. M. 
Prayer was offered by Rev. Livers. 
Thursday Afternoon Session. 1 
* oe afternoon session was opened by prayer led by Dr. W. 
; se. 


The Synod entered into Executiv 
with prayer by Rev. A. O. Soholm. 


Report of the Exami 


e Session and was opened 


O. D. Baltzly and adopt — * was presented by Dr 


REPORT OF EXAMINING COMMITTEE. 
‘Your committee on Examination for Licensure and Ordination has 


with Mr. Alfred Young, a senior 
who desires Licensure of this 


in the Western Theological Seminary, 
Synod; and Reverend Alfred O. Frank, 


who was licensed one year a 
‘and applies for ordination at this sessio he = 


n of Synod. We recommend the 
Licensure of Mr. Alfred Young for one y 


ear and the ordination of Rev- 


erend Alfred Frank at the service Thursday evening, October 11, 1923. 
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. Your committee held a Colloquinum with Reverend Erwin A. Vossel- 
er, formerly a member of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Iowa and 
other states, who has received a call to our Church at alton, Nebraska, 
and seeks admission to our Evangélical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska. 
The Colloquinum was entirely satisfactory and we recommend that he 
be accepted into membership and that his name be placed upon the roll of 


Synod. 
7 _ Respectfully submitted, 7 
October 11, 1923. | O. D. BALTZLY. 


The President reported the results of his efforts to secure 
the return of the Ordination Papers from W. H. N. Stevens. 
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| The President’s efforts were apparently fruitless. On motion 
. a committee of two were appointed to review the situation and 
§ report to the President such action or charges as they deem 


proper concerning Mr. Stevens. The committee appointed was 
Dr. W. I. Guss and Dr. C. G. Aue. 

Prayer was offered by the convention in behalf of the 
Pacific Seminary, Rev. A. K. Walborn leading. 

The Executive session adjourned. 

Opened session again convened. 

Prayer was offered by Rev. G. B. Weaver. 

The convention turned to the election of Clerical and lay 
delegates to the United Lutheran Church Convention. 3 


The following clerical delegates and alternates were 

CLERICAL 

P Principals. Alternates. 

= W. F. Rangeler, D. D. | Rev. A. K. Walborn. 

. C. G. Aue, D. D. M. Koolen, D. D. 

& Rev. George Dorn. Rev. R. Livers. 

& Re. K. De Freese. Rev. J. H. Utesch. 
be Rev. C. F. Koch. | Rev. H. L. Greenwalt. 
LAY DELEGATES 
Prineipals. Alternates. 
O. A. Keyser. M. M. Martin. 
& G. P. Horn. C. G. Sandberg. 

3 G. Hahn. H. C. Luckey. 

3 I. N. Augustine. V. B. Elseffer. 

. W. J. Hendy. Charles Puls. 

: Dr. J. F. Seibert presented the work of the Home Mission 
BE: Board of the United Lutheran Church. 

. On motion, the following resolution was adopted: R 
1 solved, that we have heard with pleasure the representatives of 
1 the different Boards and Institutions and hereby pledge the 
E our loyal support. 
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The secretary of Church Schools presented his report. 
The same was adopted. 

A motion was made and carried authorizing the printing 
of the suggested service for the installation of officers and 
teachers of the Church Schools. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON CHURCH SCHOOLS. 
Briefly would we bring to you a survey of this phase of th> work 
of the Church. In order to gather the material for this survey, a ques- 
tionnaire was sent to all of the Church Schools of the Nebraska Synod, 


sending them to the Pastors, believing that they would be prompt and 


faithful in seeing that they would be properly filled out and returned. 
But 41 of the 57 Schools of the Synod sent in a report. We wish 

to thank these 41 for their kindness in looking after the report. 
Believing that the statistician would have a more complete report 

from the Schools, the figures quoted in this paragraph are his. Number 


of Schools, 57. Officers and Teachers, 834. Pupils in all departments, 


6,788. 


We would now classify the other information secured by our ques- 
tionnaire under the following heads: ? 

1. Literature and lesson material used. Practically all of our 
Schools use the literature published by our own Board. And as far as 
possible the graded literature is used. We are glad to note this ten- 
dency. The papers distributed are all of Lutheran Publication, Lutheran 
Young People and Lutheran Boys and Girls being the choice of practically 
all of the schools, although three report that no papers are distributed. 

2. Special instruction. Only ten schools report that they have a 
Missionary Superintendent. This means that as a whole, this important 
field of education is sadly neglected. Where will the young folks get 
the vision of world wide service? Where will the zeal and interest for 
Missions be born, if not in the hearts of the young men and women in our 
Church Schools? Only six Schools report a Temperance Superintendent 
or any special instruction along this line. 


3. Efficiency in Teaching. Only 7 Church Schools report Teacher 


Training Classes. We look forward to the day when our Church Schools 


will be manned by men and women trained in this respect. We want 

trained teachers and workers. Pastors, where are your Teacher Train- 

ing Classes? Every year of delay in stressing this most important point 

means great loss to the Church. 

a conference or Church School Board of 
Meetings range from monthly to irregular and “once in a 

while.” Regular and helpful meetings of ebenes ded 13 are of 


ge in a better standard of efficiency. 
Progressive Instruction. To have the graded i , 
The pupil must be conscious of definite 1 


progress. There is no better way 
to bring this about than to have a yearly promotion Sunday. 20 Schools 
only 8 give certificates or cards 
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1 of promotion to the scholars. One School reports certificates and Bibles 
given. Inelude the promotion card in your plans for this year. 

5. Offerings. Cnly two schools report the use of the offering en- 
velopes, and these without the help of yearly pledges. The total amount 
of yearly expenses reported was $6 435.00 with bnevolent contributions of 
a total of $2,151.00. 


6. 24 Schools, or about half, observed Midland College Day, and in 
quite a few of these cases an offering was not taken. 


8 Your committee feels that the Church School is a powerful force 
1 in the hands of the Church, but that the Church as a whole does not use 
1 this force as it ought. Drifting seéms the word to best describe the con- 
dition of many of our Church Schools. 


. In connection with the Committee on Young People’ 8 Societies, your 
2 : Church School committee has prepared a service to use in installing 
ee 1 the officers and teachers in the Church School. To give the impression 
that to teach or to lead is a definite Christian Service, and one filled with 
opportunities and responsibilities is the end in view. We would reccom- 
mend that if the Service here attached meet with the approval of the 
Synod that this Service be printed in connection with the Installation 

Service N by the Committee on Young People’s Societies. 
Rspectfully submitted, 


R. E. RANGELER. 


5 ffiffl Report of Committee on Adj udication presented and 
adopted. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE. 


A matter concerning St. Paul's Church, Leigh, Nebraska, and St. 
John’s Church, Leigh, Nebraska, was referred to the Adjudication Com- 


from the German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Nebraska, May 24, 1923, 


gations were present, the matter was satisfactorily adjusted. A report 
of this conference is submitted at this time for the Protocol. 
Respectfully submitted, 
3 CARL G. AUE, 
| O. D. BALTZLY, 
H. FISCHER. 


Report of Committee on Absentees and Excuses presented 
and adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON ABSENTEES AND EXCUSES. 


4 Your committee has received letters and excuses from Reverends 
7 J. F. Kuhlman, C. B. Harman, E. Kahl, E. O. Wannagat, L. L. Lipe, Mr. 
5 Henry Lehman and C. R. Lowe. We recommend that they be excused. 


mittee of your Synod. This committee met with a similar committee 


at Fremont, Nebraska. After a conference when members of both congre- | 
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The following brethren were compelled to leave before final adjourn- 


ment: Revs. Charles Bream, John Hershy, M. L. Kuhns and A. K. Wal- 
born. 


We recommend that they be excused. : 
The following have been absent from the convention and have not 


sent any excuse: Revs. E. L. Fleck, G. S. Keller and E. T. Ludwig. 


Respectfully submitted. | 
J. H. FETTEROLF, 
| Chairman. 


| Report of Committee on New Congregations presented 
and adopted. | | 


_ REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON NEW CONGREGATIONS AND 

| ARRANGEMENT OF PASTORAL CHARGES. : 
The articles of Incorporation and the Constitution of the United 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of Elkhorn were placed in the hands of the 
Committee. The constitution is the model prepared by the United Luth- 


eran Church. We find the papers correct and recommend that this church 
be received and placed on the roll of Synod. 


In view of the fact that the church of Elmwood no longer exists, thus 
leaving Eagle without services, we recommend that Eagle be joined with 
Walton to form the Walton-Eagle Pastorate. 


Respectfully submitted, 
G. B. WEAVER, 


The appointment of delegates to other Church bodies was 
referred to the Executive Committee. 


The Synod ordered that the Women's Missionary Society 


hall be given free 25 pages in the printed minutes but that for 


further pages, they shall be charged that which the Synod 


| to It was further ordered that the minutes of the Brother- 


ood meeting be included in the printed minutes. And that 
the Luther League be given one page. Concernirig the an- 
nouncements of Midland College, Western Theological Sem- 
— 21 Tabitha Home the executive committee was given 


The secretary was ordered f 
the minutes. ordered to have printed 1,500 copies o 


The report of the Committee on “The Midland Assembly 
for Church Workers” was presented and adopted. DU ee 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON SCHOOL OF MISSIONS AND 
STUDENTS’ TRAINING. 


We, your committee on School of Missions , j 
report the following: ions and eee s Training, 
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At the call of the Chairman of a similar committee from the 
Women’s Missionary Society, we met at Fremont upon two occasions. 
There were also present at this meeting representatives from the Brother- 
hood, Young People’s Society, Boy Scouts and Midland College. Inasmuch 
as your committee was only advisory, it assisted in the plans for an 
assembly of Church workers to be held in June in conjunction with the 
Midland Commencement and the Pastors’ and Students’ Conference. The 
name determined upon was “The Midland Assembly for Church Work- 
ers.” The joint committees had in mind the establishment of a per- 
manent assembly for the training of Church Workers. 

This first assembly was held and sponsored by the Women’s Mis- 
sionary Society in conjunction with the Western Theological Seminary. 

We recommend that work along this line be continued by Synod and 
that a committee be appointed to co-operate with the committee from 
the Women’s Missionary Society and other organizations with this in 
mind; the permanent establishment of “The Midland Assembly for 


Respectfully 


Church Workers.” 


R. W. LIVERS. 
W. I. GUSS, 


The report of Claims and Pooling was man,; and 


| adopted. 


REPORT OF CLAIMS AND POOLING COMMITTEE. 


Your committee has passed on the Kunert elaims and recom- 
mends that they be allowed: 


Dr. Rangeler $20.16 

Rev. A. A. Marohn 9.75 
fe George Dorn ‘ 6.35 

R. E. Rangeler | 13.00 


In compliance with the resolution of Synod your committee on 
Pooling begs to report that the average fare of Delegates to Synod is 
$7.93. 

Those being above the average are as follows and to the extent in- 
dicated: 


Henry Denker $ 01 
R. A. Helms 3 
C. F. Koch 10.79 
Dr. Joseph Miller 10.25 
R. A. White 
E. A. Vosseler 
Gustave Hahn 
Charles Bream 


Wm. Hoffman 
E. Bollman 
Fred Schriefer 
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i A. O. Frank — , 57 
} ME G. Berner 3.57 


if Ernest Mortensen 2.89 
Respectfully submitted, 


E. C. MORTENSEN, 
Chairman. 


40 The secretary was instructed to cast the unanimous bal- 
Hi lot of the Synod for Rev. G. B. Weaver and Joseph H. Miller, M. 
14 D., for the Trustees of Midland College for three years. 

On motion, the previous action of Synod to make the Pool- 
ing plan applicable for this year, was reconsidered. Upon re- 
consideration the motion was lost. 

A motion carried authorizing the Synod to refund to the 
delegates the excess of the average fare. 

Recess of 15 minutes was taken. 

The amendment previously offered to the by-laws concern- 

ing the saiary of the officers was adopted. : 
On motion, the apportionment cofhmittee was instructed 
to rearrange the budget so that the Synodical Treasury would 
receive during the year $5,700.00. 3 
Report of Appropriation Committee adopted. 


REPORT OF COMMITTEE ON APPORTIONMENT =| 

. Your committee submits the following report based on the budgets 
14) ; of $22,975 for the United Lutheran Church and $16,450 for the Ne- . 
+ braska Synod, making a total budget of $39,425 to be divided as 
follows: 

United Lutheran Church 
Nebraska Synod 


| 58.5 per cent 


| | The Nebraska Synod funds to be divided as follows: | 
11 Midland College | 47.4 per cent 
i Synodical Treasury | 34.6 per cent 
a Tabitha Home 7.3 per cent . 
| Ministerial Education a) 49 per cent 
Synodical Paper 3 per cent 
Seminary Contingent Fund 2.8 per cent 

3 The apportionment based on the average of the confirmed and 


| | ae communing members is 84 30 per capita. 
ia Allen 
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4 Benedict Zion 327.00 
Benedict, Bethel 7 

Bruning 120.00 
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Dakota, Salem 
Eagle . 
Emerson 
Falls City 
Fremont 
Grand Island 
Gretna 
Chalco 
. Elkhorn 


Omaha, Grace 
Omaha, Kountze Memorial 

Omaha, Redeemer | 
Omaha, St. Luke 
Omaha, St. Mark 


99.00 

— 

%%% ⅛ 0]; 

% 
ͥ¶— | 
Ü.. 
ͤ³˙ÜW. 
ͤĩ˙» 
˙ 
714.00 
1777 
—— 
3 
| Stamford, Emmanuel » 176.00 
%%% | 
%%% ͤ 


Baltzly, D. D., Ph. B., LLP. 


_ TOBER 9-11, 1923. . OC- 


68 FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION | 


York 271.00 
Leigh 550.00 
Respectfully submitted, 
i JOS. H. MILLER, 
Chairman. 


The matter of appointing a Fraternal Delegate to the Ger- 
man Nebraska Synod was referred to the Examining Com- 
mittee. 

The minutes were read and approved. 

The bill of the stenographer was allowed. 

On motion, the invitation to meet in St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, Omaha, next fall on the condition that each man care 
for himself, was accepted. : 

On motion, our outgoing secretary was extended a rising 
vote of thanks for his efficient service. 

The new secretary was duly and properly installed. | 

The session adjourned with prayer, by the Rev. O. D. 


THURSDAY EVENING SESSION. 


The evening services were conducted by the President, Dr. 
W. F. Rangeler, and consisted of the Ordination Service. The 
Ordination Sermon was preached by Rev. W. T. Kahse. In 


: introducing Rev. Kahse the President of Synod made appro- 


priate remarks concerning the closing of his work as Mis- 


_ sionary Superintendent for the past 10 years. 


Rev. C. G. Aue assisted in the Ordination Service. | 
5 Student Alfred W. Young was licensed to preach for one 
Rev. Alfred O. Frank, pastor of the Church at Auburn, 
Nebr., was regularly ordained to the Gospel Ministry. 


_ CLOSING SERVICE. 


The report of the Executive Committee presenting the 
program for 1924 Convention of Synod was accepted and the 
fifty-first annual convention of Synod closed with the pre- 
scribed order. 


I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THE ABOVE IS A TRUE 


AND EXACT COPY OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 


FIFTY-FIRST ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE EVAN- 


GELICAL LUTHERAN SYN * 
ST. LUKE'S IU OD OF NEBRASKA, HELD IN 


(Signed) W. F. RANGELER, 
ident. 


Presid 
(Signed) O. W. EBRIGHT, 
Secretary. 
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OF THE SYNOD OF NEBRASKA 


MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL. 
MEETING 
OF THE. 


Brotherhood 


of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod 
NEBRASKA 


Held at Fremont, Nebraska, April 10, 1923 a 


The Annual State Brotherhood of the Nebraska Synod 
met at Fremont, Nebraska, April 10, 1923, at 2:00 P. M. in 
the Hotel Pathfinder. President W. E. Tillberg called the 
convention to order. Devotional services were conducted by 
Rev. K. De Freese, followed with prayer by Rev. W. A. Klink. 


Mr. W. F. Altman of Omaha made a very interesting and 


instructive address, telling us some of the reasons for their 
unusual success and growth. Mr. W. T. Germandt of Omaha 


spoke on the subject of Father and Son. Mr. Fred Biel spoke 


on Boy Scouts and brought up the plans for a Lutheran Boys’ 
Camp, suggesting that it be held on the Boy Scout Camp 
grounds of Fremont, June 1ith to 18th. | 


The business meeting was called to order at 4:15 P. M., 


with sixty-five men present. Delegates reported from eleven 
brotherhoods. President Tilberg made a report of the work 


of the Executive Committee during the year, which was 
adopted. Secretary’s report was read and adopted. Treas- 
urer’s report read and adopted. Motion that a Lutheran Boys’ 
Camp be held June 11-18, carried. Minimum age of boys for 
the camp was fixed at twelve. A committee was appointed to 
fix a charge to be asked for boys enrolling for the Camp. Mo- 
tion carried to constitute the Synodical Committee the com- 


‘mittee of the Brotherhood, also. They are: W. E. Tillberg, 
7 Rev. Livers, Fred Biel and O. E. Shellberg. 8 


V. B. Elseffer, C. J. Kruse and H. Hallim were appointed 
Committee on Resolutions. A trip was made to the Boys’ 


Camp Grounds. Election of officers resulted in the following: 
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